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quantity of gouds which the reduced amount
of money is capahble of purchasing.  The
destitution now existing everywhere by rea-
son of the policy of wage reduction means
that it people de not give consideration to
the solving of the problem in a different man-
nep, this erisis will prove civilisation’s swun
song. The continnance of the existing eivil-
isation is dependent upon the adoption of
soire reasonable system, upon getting away
from old ideas and assimilating new ideas
with regard to world management. We must
have an opportunity of putting into prac-
tice new ideas regavding kahour absorption,
and a system under which manufacture shall
be for use rather than for the profit which
i3 cating info the vitals of the people. TUn-
less that is done, L fear there is no hope for
civilisation. 1f we do not give of owr hest
to the study of the problem, we shall noi de-
serve to win through. But Australia is a
country practically self-contained, a country
which, with judicious management, ean fur-
nish work fov its people, a country which
by proper conduct of its international rela-
tions can assist in solving world problems by
international negotiation, thus inaugurating
a new era of relationship between employer
and employee. We can adopt such a system
and such a policy, and tims there is no reason
why Australians should not be in the line of
thinkers co-eperating with the thinkers of
the Old World, prepared to discard old ideas
und to adopt new ideas, so as to make dune
allowance for the machine age in which we
are living and avoid the fatal error of tryving
to make that machine age a merve appendix
to an age which has gone by,

On motion by My debate ad-

journed.

Wilsen,

House adjunrned ot 10.34 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

pam., and read prayers.

QUESTION—GOLDYIELDS WATER
SCHEME, CAPITAL COST.

Mr. PARKER asked the Minister for
Works: 1, What is the capital cost to date
of the Goldfields Water Scheme? 2, How
mueh of such capital was paid out of rev-
cnue from (a) the scheme, and (b) Con-
solidated Revenue?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replicd:
1, Capital cost, provided from (eneral
Loan ¥und, £3,821,958. 2, Answered by
No. 1.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fifth Day.
Debate resumed from the 25th August.

MR. NULSEN (Kanowna) [4.39]: First
of all, [ desire to thank the Premier for the
kindly expressions of welcome he addressed
to me as a new member upon my entry to
this House. I appreciated his remarks and
I can assure hon. members I intend to be
always just and impartial in all my de-
liberations. I think it behoves a new member
to inevease, as it were, the prestige of the
House instead of pursuing a course of con-
duct calcnlated to decrease it. There is but
one way in whieh one can achieve that objec-
tive, and that is to be at all times essentially
fair. Although I do not feel quite at home
in this Chamber at the present moment, I
shall content myself with dealing, to the best
of my ability, with local materal affecting
my far-flung electorate. The Esperance
harbour is the most important subject affect-
ing my constitueney, and I should, perhaps,
start with that as representing the real
foundation for the life and progress of that
part of the State. Not only the people in
the Kanowna electorate, but also those in
the State and in other parts of Australia,
have appreciated the disabilities the people
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I represent have suffered owing to the lack
of necessary shipping facilities at KEsper-
ance. The grievances of my constituents are
not new., As far back as 1900 the Eastern
Goldfields Reform League declared—

In addition to denying us fair representa-
tion, over-taxing us, and diverting revenue and
loans  tor the henefit of older-settled dis-
tricts:

That, of course, refers to vested interests in
the early days. I do not suppose it was con-
sidered wise in those days to bave two ports
under construction, although Esperance was
a natural port and served the second greatest
area in Western Australia. It has a more
extensive hinterland than any other port in
the State apart from Fremantle—

——the dominant majority on the coast hive
up to date refused to allow us the use of our
wonderful  uatueal  harhour at  Esperance,
Vested - juterests have denied  Esperanee and
its hinterlond justice.

Feperanee is the natural port for farmers
and pastoralists as far down as Southern
Cross, and as far north as Laverton, Leon-
ora, and Lawlers, Surely they are entitled
to their fair share of natural traffic, and I
sineerely trust it will be conceded that the
people in that part of the State should re-
ceive the distinet advantages that would ae-
crue to them il they were able to participate
in the traifie that should naturally flow
through the port of Esperance. FEspecially
would the farmers in the mnllee districts
benefit if the harbour were opened up. The
freight on machinery would he reduced by
more than 75 per cent., and a general redue-
tion in the cost of living conld bhe effected
to the extent of not less than 10 per cent.
Owing to the absence of shipping facilities
at Esperance, our commercial fraflic has to
pass through Fremantle, thereby necessital-
ing goods consipned to eentres in the BEast-
ern Goldfields districts travelling an extra
568 miles by =ea and 129 miles hy rail, the
distance from Fremantle to Kalgoorlie being
387 miles. The nenrer we get to Es-
perance. the greater, natnrally, is the
disadvantage. becanse of the extra rail-
age the people have to pav on consignments.
The railway and all other facilities have only
ageravated the evil of the lack of interstate
faeilities. On the Loan Estimates for 1912
and 1926. the Govermment placed sums
aggregating £52,000 for the purpose of im-
rroving the harbour. As far as T know, that
monev has never heen spent and through
effluxion of time it has lonz since lapsed.
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We will have to get a bit more than that
aggregate sum to provide the greater faeili-
ties now required. We are in touch with the
whole of Australia, but what is the use of
our railways, our goodsheds and our Customs
sheds and other facilities necessary fo meet
any expansion of trade? For the past three
vears the district bas gone ahead by leaps
and bounds. We have improved hy any-
thing from 100 per cent. to 150 per ¢ent.,
and vet we are noft making preparations for
that expansion by improving the harbour
facilities for the necommodation of shipping.
It is very diftientt to farm or produce with-
out any encouragement. At any time the
existing jetty may collapse. Those who have
worked hard through the pioneering stages,
suffering all the adversities involved in
living so far away from the established
centres, are not in any way encouraged. The
old jetty groans and creaks in a lament that
¢an be heard all over the town when a vessel
comes alongside. We are at least entitled
to a hreakwater and berthing for two vessels.
Esperance is one of the finest harhours in
Australia,  Within 4.000 feet. from the
shore we have a six-mile area giving a 60£t,
depth of water. It is not necessary to have
so oreat n depth as 60 feet, and T think we
can get sufficient water for all praectical
purposes within 3,000 feet from the shore.

The Attorney General: Did you say you
had six square miles?

Mr. NULSEN: Yes. Luring the Collier
regime the former Engineer-in-Chief, Mr.
Stileman, one of the best harbounr anthori.
ties in the British Empire, made a survey
of the Esperance harbour. I undersiand
that in his report he =aid there would he no
difficulty in making Esperance a harbour
of the first magnitude. T have not actually
read that report, but I do know that Mr.
Stileman’s survey was most thorough and
complete, for I saw the map myself. The
provision of the necessary harbour facili-
ties would mean that the people on the
goldfields would receive their goods at a
much lower rate than that which they have
to pay fo-day. The distance from Fre-
mantle to Kalgoorlie is 337 miles, and fiom
Esperanee to Kalgoorlie 233 miles. This
means a possible saving of 129 miles in
railway freights, and of 568 miles in sea
vovaging from the Eastern States. Tak-
ing to-day’s railway freights as a basis of
comparison, the provision of harbour facili-
ties for interstate vessels at Esperance,
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and the consequent effective use of the Es-
perance railway, would mean a saving of
£1 11s. 8d., £2 1s. 9d. and £2 11s, 3d. per
ton on first, second and third class goods
respectively, and, of course, a greater sav-
ing for the Mallee. Also, it would enable
wheat hoats te come into Esperance and
load to their full capacity. During the
veais 1930, 1931, and 1932 the calls have
been confined to 20 ~hips per year, with
the handling of a verv limited tonnage ot
goods. 1 have no doubt ahout the ultimate
future of the Mallee. During the last three
vears it has improved hy at leaxt 130 per
cent.  The people of Western Australia
have not yet conceived the value of the
Esperance sandplain, as it is ealled. It 1
soing to Le a wonderful asset fo the State,
] maw some of the hemds of the co.operative
bulk handling scheme and pointed oui
that Bsperance wa= not included 1 that
ihat it seemed to me
that unless the whole of the distriets were
included, the scheme would not he complete.
1 was definitely assured that the reason for
the non-inclusion of Esperance in  the
scheme was the impossibhle condition of the
jetty. They also told me the bulk handling
seheme wauld he established in the district
if the CGovernment would adequately im-
preve the jetty or provide some other means
of getting rid of our produce. 7T feel sure
that the memhers representing Fremantle,
Geraldton, Bunbury and Albany will not
Lborudee the port of Esperance what it is
justly entitled to and what its people have
been firhting for ever since 1800. I have
here a report of sevious import to Esper-
ance. 11 rends—

stheme, remmking

The British shipowner, having intimated that
he is nat prepared to go to ksperauee for the
rate of freight set out in the Austral Char-
ter Party as one of any fwo ports at which
the vessel is lo be loaded in Western Aus-
tralia, suggests thar some alternative must be
found by the Government in order that the
farmers of the Esperanee district should not
he penaiised duv to lack of harbour Eaeil-
ities and the isolated position. The total
guantity of wheat received at the Esperauce
sidings wis 368,326 bueshels during the scason
1931-32, This nece-sitated six vessels being sent
to Esperanes to earry the wheat. The differ-
ence in railages hetween shipping this wheat
at  Esperance and sending it te Fremantle
would he £13,422 95, 114, on the present vail
freight rate. The dearest siding in the Fre-
mantle zone is 6d. per bushel for railage to
the port of Fremantle. 1f the Government are
unable to furnish better faellities at the port
of Esperance, then the Railway Department
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present the only other means of transporting
the wheat to warket, and it is reasonable to
asrutne that the Government should advise the
Commisgtoner of Railways to earry the wheat
from Erperance sidings to 1'remanile at an
equal ¢nst to that of the ilearest siding in the
Fremuntle zone. The question of lightering
the whent to o vessel at Esperance connot b
congidered] on account of the high expense in-
volved' in regarl to the purchase, maintenance
and upkeep of such a plant, apart from the
working costs entailed in regard to the em-
ployment of waterside labour.  No ahternntive
presents itself us n satisfactory solution of {he
position other than the construction of a
hreakwater and a deepwater jetty.

That is a serious waller for the people ot
the distriet.  During the sea-on 1931-32,
the total cnantity of whear received at Es-
pevance ~iding wus 368,326 bushels, Thix
necessitaterd six vessels being sent to Es-
peran~e to carry the wheat.  The weight-
of the wheat was about 13,360 tons, aver
aing about 2,560 tons per boat. Tt will
he seen that that is not very much for a
kot to come in for, and put up with all
the disadvantawes as<ociated with the ex-
isting jetty.  Ou present rail freight, the
diltererree in cost between shipping  this
wheat from Esperance and sending it to
Fremantle is £13,422, The dearest wheat
siding in the Fremantle zone is 6d. per
husinl.  So if we eould not get ships to
come 1 and take that wheat from Esper-
ance, the farmers of the Esperance distriet
would lo-e #£13,422 95, 11d. That would
not bhe fair, sinee we have at Esperance
one of the finest harhours tin  Australia,
requiring only decent facilities for the ex-
pott of our preduce. If the Government
are unable to instal improved facilities at
Bsperanee, the Railway Departinent pre-
seuts the only other means of transporting
the wheat to market. It is reascnable to
asaume thai in suel event the Govermment
would advise the Commissioner of Rail-
ways to carry the wheat from E=peranece to
Fremantle at the »ame cost as that
associateil  with  the dearest siding in
the Fremantle zone. [Ewven that would not
be fair to the Esperance farmers. Clearly,
to he fair. if the jetty were to collapse the
Railway Department should carry the wheat
to [remantle at what it costs to take it to
Fsperance at the present time, which is
Atud. from Salmon Gums.  If that were
arranged, the farmers of the Esperance dis-
trict would not he penalised because some-
thing had not heen done which should have
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been done many years ago. The lightering
of the wheat at Esperance cannot be con-
sidered, heeause it would cost too much for
the provision and maintenance of the work-
ing plant. There is no satisfactory solution
of the difficulty, other than the construction
of a breakwater and a deep water jetty at
Esperance. T am told that the smallest sail-
ing vessel visiting Esperance draws 24f%
4ins. of water, and that the smallest steam-
ers that call for wheat draw from 27ft, to
20ft. The deepest water we have at the
Esperance jetty is 19ft. at the outer end and
16ft. Gins. at the shore end. A vessel lying
there can be loaded to 16ft. Gin. forward
and 18ft. aft. On the jetty at present we
can ron only six trucks, the maximum weight
heing 8 tons. Those trucks are drawn by
horses. So it will he seen that the methods
in vogue down there are guite obsolete. This
is by no means encouraging to those who
have made great sacrifices in opening up and
pioneering the country. Vessels cannot be
made fast to the jetty, hut can only bhe
seeured by cast-off mooring huovs. And if
the sea he at all rough, the boat has to leave
the jefty and go out for a while, coming 1
again after the sea has calmed down. So
the conditions of the Esperance harbour are
most diffienlt and the Government should
give consideration to them as soon as pos-
gible. As I have said, we have down there
one of the best harbours in the Common-
wealth. Also we have the best climate in
Australia. I have travelled all over the con-
tinent, right up through Queenzland and
visiting all the States, including Tasmania.
T say that only the pick of the Tasmanian
climate can compare with that of Esperance,
which is one of the best in the world.

The Attorney General: What is the rain-
a9

Mr, NULSEN: Between 26ins. and 30ins.

Hon, T, Collier: And the mean tempera-
tuve is 80 degrees.

Mr. NULSEXN: Esperance constitutes a
delightful summer holiday resort with an
excellent bathing heach. Consequently Fs-
peranee has evervthing to commend it, both
as a port and as a seaside resort. It has
eoods sheds, railway, barbour and an excel-
lent bathing beach, but the best use eannot
be made of its natural faecilities until other
requisites are provided. I ask the Premier
whether he will put sufficient money on the
Estimates to ensble a breakwater to he
built and to provide accommeodation to berth
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two vessels. The people ave justly entitled
to the use of the harbour and, without those
improvements, they cannot use it to advan-
tage. Further, the people in the hinterland
are moaning—and rightly so—because the
cost of living for them is higher than it
should be. Those people are producing real
wealth—wheat and wool-—and are doing
their best for themselves and for the State.
Seeing they are taxpayers, it behoves the
Government te improve the harbour. The
Esgperance sundplain is truly prolific. This
bas heen proved conclusively on all the hold-
ings on the sandplain that have been worked
to advantage. The pine forest holding
proved beyond doubt that lupins, Tangiev
peas and clovers will grow in abundance.
Mr. Holms, the former manager of the pine
forest, has implicit faith in the sandplain.
The people of Esperance and of the mallee
were very disappointed indeed that the
Covernment did not give the company a
small advance to help them to earry on their
experimental work for the benefit of the
State. The country is not hdrd or expensive
to clear; it is o matter of establishing ex-
perimental farms to determine the best
methods, and the pine forest was of great
advantage to the distriet. All the holdings
on the sandplain that ave heing worked ave
proving very satisfactory. Mr. Spalding
Smith’s farm on the sandplain is doing won-
derfully well. Two sons ave working it and
they ean grow practically anything—eclovers,
lupins, Tangler peas, potatoes, onions and
tomatoes. Mr. Fleming, Mr. Bow and others
are also doing really good work on the
sandplain. I do not know why that land
has Dbeen called sandplain. The term seems
to imply land that will not grow anything,
but the Esperance sandplain is really pro-
lifie and gives refurns beyond the coneep-
tion of people who have not seen for them-
selves what it can grow. The unfortunate
part is that Esperance is so distant from
the capital. People do not visit the dis
triet, and do not know what it can produce.
In the emrly davs there was a traditional
Prejudice against the place. Some people
seemed to think it would have been better
for Western Australia 1if Esperance ladl
not existed. If it were possible for mem-
bers to visit the district, they would he able
to appreciate the real value of the sand-
plain, which must prove a valuable asset
to the State. I am satisfled that had the
Esperance sandplain been located in the more
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highly developed parts of the wheathelt or
grazing areas, it would now have been pro-
ducing muech Tteal wealth for the country.
I understand that the Southern Mallee Agri-
cultural Society officials have sent invita-
tions to Ministers and members to attend
the show to be held on the 29th Oectober.
I hope that many members will make the
trip. If they do, we shall he pleased to
show them around the mallee country. The
time will be limited and we shall not he
able to show them as much as we would like,
but we shall be able to show them the sand-
plain and enable them to realise its capa-
hilities.  Beset with wmany dizsadvantages,
active seftlement commenced in 1922 and,
except for a portion of the northern section,
was practically completed before the end of
1925. The Agrieunltural Bank poliecy during
the early period consisted chiefly of ad-
vances for clearing and for constructing
Teservoirs. A little later advances were made
for stock and machinery to the extent of
£150 per settler. The yield during the first
vears were very disheartening, as the dis-
trict average shows, I think it was 21
bushels per acre for many years. Further
clearing and eropping resulted in additional
diseouraging results, and the older land pre-
sented a formidahle problem owing to the
growth of mallee suckers and the presence
of roots. In 1923, previous to machinery
loans heing granted, the Agricultural Bank
undertook the whole of the distriet eropping.
the work heing done with a fleet of tractors.
The low vields and  ridiculously prohibi-
tive cost made the scheme a gigantie
failure, to the detriment of the settlers’
pockets and the good name of the distriet,
I believe that half a dozen tractors were
taken there and that some of the crops were
put in az late as August. Many of tha
settlers were reqguired to obtain eertain
makes and types of machinery. Seed and
super were supplied by the bank, hut owing
to ihe lack of fallow and to inadequate ma-
chinery, the next vear’s crop was also a
failure. It was several wvears hefore the
farmers were ahle to fallow, and it was= only
after agitation that the trustees agreed to
make advances for fallow. Since that eon-
cession was made, the district has gone
ahead, but the over-capitalisation that ve.
sulted is very hard for the farmers to hear.
The Minister for Agriculture: TIs noi the
State farm an example to the farmers?
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Mr. NXULSEX: I am referring to the
vears previous to the State farm being es-
tablished there. Practical farmers who have
visited the Esperance distriet say that the
land generally compares very favourably
with that in other wheat-growing areas of
the State, but the land values, as classified,
are ridienlons. The land values range
chiefly from 8s. to 13s. per acre, according
te locality, Practically all the land is elas-
sified first elass. Farmers have pointed out
errors that have been made in the classifica-
tion of poison ecountry, and 1 know that
their contentions were correet. Even that
land was classified first class at 12s. per
acre. A thorough reclassification of the
land is necessary.  There is alkali in the
mallee, as in other parts of the State, and
consequently some hloeks should be con-
demned and other blocks should he pevalued.
The land that will not grow wheat will grow
excellent erops of oats and other fodders,
especially. Wimmera ryve grass. KEsperance
15 wonderful country for stock. Sheep and
cattle thrive and attain heavy weight. A
local butcher informed me that his stoek
attained extraordinary weight. Bulloeks
that a buteher in other parts would estimate
at 500 Ihs., would in the Esperance distriet
scale 600 lbs. or more. The soil contains
the constituents necessary for building eattle
of big frames and large bones. For stock
running, none of the country nced he wasted,
I venture to say that within a short space
of time the Esperance distriet will be one of
the leading mixed farming districts in the
State. The State farm has proved of great
asststance to the settlers. Mr. L. Senior,
the manager, has been very obliging, and
has wiven the farmers all the information
and help possible. He knows his work and
the farm has been a real asset to the dis-
trict. Esperance was unfortunate in that it
did not number many experienced farmers
amongst the settlers. It an experienced
farmer with eapital went to the Lands De-
partment inquiring for land, he was recom-
mended to go to some other distriet. Con-
sequently  Fsperance got mostly inexperi-
enced men, thongh they proved fo be willing
and industrions. 1 care not what work a
man undertakes, unless he bas had experi-
ence, he makes a mess of it for a time. The
Fsperance settlers have paid for their ex-
perience, and they now compare favourably
with the farmers in other parts of the Stata.
The veazon for my mentioning the disabili-
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ties under which the settlers labour is lo
show that neither the farmers nor the dis-
trict ean be blamed entively for the over-
capitalisation. Further, farmers were ecom-
pelled to clear land that is now eondemned.
This was due to lack of experience: the ex-
perts did not then understand the problems
of the country. Praetical experience has
shown what country should he used an.d
what should not. The poliey in the early
stages was absolutely wrong, and caunsed
thousands of pounds to be wasted. The
difficulties are greater in the southern mallee
than in the northern mallce. The people i
the sonthern mallee have a Iateral forest to
deal with containing millions of suckers,
Tt is hard to grow wheat and suckers to-
mether. The stumps are very thick: T should
say they wounld oceupy one-third of the ares.
1t is very unfair that the pioneser, who has
worked hard and suffered many adversities,
eannot have his property written down
under the provisions of the Aoiienltural
Bank Aet. A stranger, however, cair take
up his bloek, and very often can have it
written down in eapital cost by move than

half. Consideration should he given to the
pioResr. The personal equalion shounll

count for a good deal in ecases of this sort,
and treatment should not be meted out to
a neweomer that is withheld from the zer-
tler limself. 1 know there are failures, and
that in eertain instances, it would not he
wise to write down the wvalug of the pro-
perty.  On the other hand, the pioncer mav
have proved himself to he a woud man, bui
to have suffered through bad luck or had
advice, Such a man should not  he
prived of his block. while a stranger is
allowed (o reap the henefit of his work aud
profit by the adversities the other man has

de-

suffered. The dav ix not far distant when
there will have to be a witling down of

the wheat holding= in the Esperance dis-
triet,  Not only will the Government have
to write down interest and other debts that

nmay bhe due to them, hut husiness  men.
machinery  merchants, storekeepers  and

others will have to do the =ame thing in
order to put the farmers on a bu-iness
When a settler las been  brought
down to a business bhasis, he  should  be
obliged to give way to someone else it he
then mukes a failure of hix holding. In
Esperanee a board known as the Esperance
Adjustment Board was formed. ‘Thi~ con-

hasis.
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sists of four members, a reprvesentative of
the Government in the Chief Inspeetor of
the Agrienltural Bank (Mr. Rogers), who
is the able ehairman of the hoard: a repre-
sentutive of Westralian Farmers Ltd., our
higgest ereditors in the distviet: a repre-
sentative of the other creditors, ineluding
the storekeepers and machinery merchants:
and a representative of the farmers tiemn-
selves.  The members of the hoard are local
men with local interests.  In consequence
they have heen ahle to consider the personal
equation of the favmers, the work they have
done, and the number of acrves of failow
they have got ready for the coming year.
1f the position iz satistactory, consideration
is given to the scftlers’  living  expenses,
after the pawvicent of the first and second
prefevenees.  These preferences consist of
registraiion fees, sustennnee, carting, coin-
sacks, insurance, oils, parts, and twine.
After these have been mel the farmer get<
what s lelt.  In many instanees there has
not Leen suffivient lett to provide a living
for the farmers. The ehairman of the hoard
was speeessful in securing £609 from the
Finanre and Development Board.  This
money was apportioned out to these who re-
guired Lelp for ihe coming vear. In all, 72
faimers paid their first and second prefer-
enees, /6 paid  the Arst and second and
part of  the third, 146 paid the FArsi
and second and all the third preferences,
G0 paid the frst, second and third pre-
ferences and part of the fourth, and 19 paid
all four preferenees.  Altogether 227 fam-
ers earmie before the honrd. Bounties amannt-
ing to £3.790 were retained on behulf of the
settlers for the purehace of stock, ete. The
hoavd has done extremely goad  work,
saved at least 60 per cent. of our farmers.
It was really the saviour of the mallee eoun-
try, and 1 eertainly advoeate that it ghould
be velnined. Last vear an advance was made
of £450, and of thix £130 was vepaid, so that
the boavrd cost the Government praciicaily
nothing. The Government have not received
very much by way of interest, but ag 1 have
alrcady shown many of the farmers paid a
considerable portion of the fowrth prefer-
ences. I think aliogether £1.300 was paid in
interast. The hoard should be vetained, buat
not on the same basis.  The furmers have
financed themselves out of the proveeds ot
their holdings. They have, however, neg-
lected to develop and improve their proper-

sl
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ties, owing to the price of wheat falling be-
low the cost of production. The Govern-
went should, therefore, go to the assistance
of the hoard, 1 think its suceess is largely
due to the untiring cfforts of the chairman,
and T should also mention the close ¢co-opera-
tion of his officers. T hope the Premier will
be able to make available a sum of money
to help those farmers who have done their
hest to help themselves, and have produced
so much wealth in the way of woul and
wheat. The wool production is inereasing
every vear. Two or three years ago there
were ne more than about 1,000 sheep in
the distriet, but to-day the number is cer-
tainly not less than 10,000. It is now only
a matter of having more water conserved for
the district to become a prominent stock area.
There is no doubt about the pastures. Too
mach emphasis cannot he placed upon the
importance of wheat growing and sheep
raising. The consolidation of existing settle-
ments shonld be the dominant thought in the
nminds of all Governments and members of
Parliament. I would urge that whatever
money is made available for land settlement
should be utilised prineipally in keeping ex-
isting settlers on their holdings. The gold-
mining industry has provided the basis for
our existence as a sovereign State, If our
prineipal industries fail, YWestern Australia
will soon become bankrupt. It is, therefore,
imperative that every effort should be
made to develop our industries. Gold-
mining should be fostered in every possible
way. To this end the local Parliament should
do overything it ¢an to have the gold bounty
retained. Tnstead of vestrieting the assist-
ance that iy reundered to prospectors and
gold miners generally, the Government should
seek to help and encourage them in their
task of assisting to build up the State. The
pioneer prospector has been the backbone
of Western Australia, and has helped to pro-
duce the wealth that made it. Any monetary
assistance that is given in that direetion re-
mains in the State. It is far hetter to have
men doing something to improve conditions
generally, even if it costs a little more in the
way of carting allowances ot decreased erush-
ing charges, for the expenditure will all be
for the good of the State. The sandalwood
industry is another which has been the means
of much wealth being produced. There is,
however, something wrong with it to-day.
The price of this commnodity is too high, and
those who used to purchase it can no longer
afford to do so. The royalty should be re-
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duced to say £3, and, if necessary, to keep
the industry going, the royalty should be
done away with. It would be an advantage
if people were able to put sandalwood on the
open market in the same way that wheat and
wool ean be sold, namely, without any roy-
alty being put upon it, The industry is
dormant at present, but could be of great
service to the State. The money earned by
the sandalwood getter remains in the country
for the production of further wealth. Tt
goes back cither into the production of more
sandalwood or into the goldmining industry.
We all remember how, in the early nineties,
the gold-mining industry saved Western
Australia, and we all know that if we eould
get plenty of gold it would save us, as a
State, more quickly than anything clse. It
appears to me that owing to the isolation of
my constitnents, they have not received their
fair share of money for roads. In my dis-
trict there is a road which affects nearly
every travelier from Coolgardie to Esper-
ance. That road is in good condition as far
as Salmon Gums; but from Salmon Gums to
Red Lake the condition is only medium, and
from Red- Lake to Grass Patch the condition
is sueh as to render the road ahmost im-
passable. Mr. McCallum travelled over that
road not long ago, as also did Mr. Baxter;
and I ecan assure the House that both gentle-
men had a very rough trip. It was necessary
to proceed very quietly indeed in order to be
able to retain one’s seat in the car. Repairs
should be effected hefore the holiday traffic
tries to reach Esperance by that road.

The Minister for Railways: Cannot those
holiday makers travel by train?

Mr. NULSEN: Yes, when the train runs.

The Minister for Railways: It is running
now.

Aly. NULSEN : But travellers do not
always find it eonvenient to 2o by train.

Mr. MeCallam: Once a traveller gets on
the train, he does not know when he will
arvive.

The Minister for Lands: Your Govern-
ment bhuilt a great deal of that line.

Hon. P. Collier: The train runs ouly once
a week.

AMr. NULSEX: The expenditure of a few
thousand pounds would make that road a
really good road. T may add that the road
i= u=ed extensively during the summer
months.  The train service has not been
satisfoctory to holiday makers, but I learn
that consideration has been given by the
Government to that aspeet. and that the
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service is about to be improved so as to
meet the requirements and serve the con-
venience of the publie: better than has
been the case. On the question of wages,
1 .undevstand the financial position in
which the world finds itself; but low wages
are detrimental to the world’s welfare. The
cutting-down of money spent in our own
comniry must be detrimental, If the people
are not given the necessary purchasing
power, there is little or no use in produc-
ing goods. I am absolutely opposed teo cut-
ting wages wherever a cut iz possible. [
have studied the matter from a business
point of view, being a business man myselt.
Low wages will not cure the present evils,
The menetary system, as regards means of
distribution, is wnsatisfactory in view of the
abundant prodoction made possible by the
great and increasing use of machinery in
all countries. It is a erime against humanity
that in all countries people should be facing
unemployment, wisery, and uncertainty as
to the future. Seeing that the problem of
production has heen solved by the mechani-
sation of industry, it follows that the trouble
lies in the failure of the distributing syvs-
tem to function effectively. All c¢lasses of
commodities are available for sale in abun-
dance; the markets are glotted; but the
peaple lack the purehasing power necessary

to enable themm fully to satisfy essential -

human needs. Clearly, therefore, the essence
of the problem is monetary in charaeter.
I fully renlise that the balaneing of hud-
gets is merely a temporary expedient, and
that it will get ns nowhere. Our currency
must be inerensed in aceordance with the
productivity of the country. The old sys-
tem has failed miserably. Fifty years ago
the problem was to feed and clothe our
people; to-day the problem is to get rid of
what we ean produce in abundance. I com-
pliment Mr. John Curtin on his able efforts
to educate the people with vegard to =
badly-needed change in our monetary sys-
tem. As State Parliaments exercise no con-
trol over monetary policy, there is little to
be gained in further pursning the subject
at present. Suffice it to say that the people’s
power to purchase the world’s ecommodities
will have to be largely increased before there
can he any great improvement in the econo-
nie condition of Western Australia and
other countries. Seeing that we live in an
age of plenty, controlled extravagance
should he taking the place of thrift. The
cost of production is eonsumption. Now
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that the peeple have done their share and
are still willing to continue working, it be-
lioves the Grovernment to see that they are
adequagely protected against the dangers of
mal-nutrition and starvation; otherwise the
health and virility of future generations will
be dangerousty undermined. I am glad that
my first effort in this Chamber has been
made. 1 hope that T have been fair. 1
know I have been parochial, heeause I hawve
dealt chiefly with my own clectorate, in
place of giving consideration to the State
as a whole. Still, I feel that my remarks
have not been altogether parochial, beecaunse
thev largely apply to the entire State. The
question of ports is absolutely essential, and
should receive adequate consideration.

MR. J. H SMITH (Nelson} [5.37]:
Realising that possibly this may be the last
opportunity many members will have of
speaking on an Address-in-reply

AMembers: Oh!

AMr. Marshall: Speak for vourself.

Alr. J. H. SMITH: I shall follow the
lead of many of my parliamentary friends.
It is, T consider, the duty of every membher
to urge on the Government and the Flouse
anv sngzestion tending to help the Staie
over theke troublous fimes. In the Gover-
nor's Speech there is not mueh of eonse-
quence. The Speech mentions the word
“"Electoral,” and T am wondering whether it
is in the Government’s mind to propose a
furiher redistribution of seats. Throughont
Western Ausbralin cleetoral anomalies ex-
ist; the Commissioners who laid down the
existing houndaries did not make a very
good jJob of it. I was in hopes that the
Government would introduce a Redistribu-
tion of Seats Bill for the purpose of giving
more representation te the country and tak-
ing some away from the metropolitan area.
To my mind, that is essential. T was also
wondering whether the Government had il
in mind to reduce the number of members
in this Chamber., The member for Bunbury
{(Mr. Withers) attended & mecting which
dealt with such a propaesal, originating from
the Bunbury Municipal Council; and the
movement spread through ‘Western Aus-
tralia like wildfire. Loecal governing hodies
all over the State carried resolutions advo-
cating reduction of memhers; but many of
the public meetings which carried similar
resolutions were but sparsely attended,
though that fact was not mentioned in the
Press.  1f the Government contemplate a
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redistribution of s=eat:, 1 sugge:t to them
thai they take away zome of the existing
representation from the metropolitan aves,
and not from eountry distriets. [ hold that
there should be a reduction of the number
of nembers in another place. Instead of
having three members returned for each cf
the ten provinces, one memher for each pro-
vince would sulltee. T favour sueh a redue-
lion. Previously to the last gencral clection,
the Government made a great song ahout
tand settlement.  In that wmatter they have
not accomplished a great deal. I brought
forward here a :cheme to scttle 4,000 or
2,000 people along our existing railways,
but no one has heen settled, On the sabject
of forest dedication, I mentioned thai a
thorough classification had wot been wade,
but that with such a elassification & thou-
ennd people conld he settled along existing
railway= in the South-West, though seme of
the land would have o be repurchased. The
truth of my words is being proved every
menth while Parliament sits, heeanse each
month we find (he Minister for Forests lay
on the Table notices of rededieation. 1lr.
Camm, the Sarveyor General, in a recent
conversation with me said that if he ecould
have \his wayv he would, without touchinz
lands dedicated to forestry, settle at least
1,000 people in three months on good agri-
cultural Jands.

The Minister for Railwavs:
setlle more than that number.

My, JJ. FL SMITH: To-day the chief
worry is not the dedication of. forest zreas.
1 do not wish to take away from the Forests
Department any good timber land dedicated
to forestry purposes, but the trouble is
that the Conservator controls the whole
of the lands in the South-West. Before one
acre of Crown land can be selected, the mat-
ter has to he referred to the Conservator of
TForests. In the opinion of all people in the
Sounth-West, settlement there iz being re-
tarded Ly that system. Land settlement in
the South-West cannot progress until ecer-
tain powers of the Conservator are taken
from him. Caesar was absolute over Rome,
but the Conservator of Forests has even
greater powers over the South-West, Let
us have a fulfilment of the promise made by
the present Premier and the present Depuiv
Premier on the hustings during the last
eeneral cleetion, the promise to make ali
agrieultural lands available for =selection,
irrespeetive of whether they were dedieated
te foreslry purposes. This the present

We could

271

Promier and the present Deputy Premicr
undertook to do if they were placed in con-
trol. A change of Government took place,
but no eliort has heen niade tu carry out
that pramise, I am still in hopes that
something of the kind will he done by the
Government before the life of this Assembly
is at an end. I am pleased that the long-
promised Bovup Brook-Cranbrook railway
i= to be constructed, the Governmnent
having put on men at both ends to do
the earthworks and elearing, 1 trust
that this means the linalisation of a
railway which a sucression of Glovernments,
over a term of years, has negleeted to con-
struet. I hope that the good work will be
pushed on, and that within 12 or 18 months
a locomotive will be hauling a train between
Boyup Brook and Cranbrook. Another
long-promized line, and one favourably re-
ported upon by the Railway Advisory
Board, is the railway from Manjimup to
Mt. Barker. Tt must be in the Government's
mind to build this line also, because they
have just started clearing operafions along
the route Erom west of JMt. Barker towards
Manjimup. That work is proceeding in the
district where the trouble with regard to
clearing ocecurred last week. A lot of coun-
trv is being cleared along that route, about
45 miles from Mt. Barker. If the Gov-
ernment do not intend to have the rail-
way conshrueted promptly, the clearing
work in question is bad policy. There is
no objeet in clearing land 45 miles from
Mt. Rarker when other land is available
alongside existing railways. Therefore T
infer that it must be the Government’s in-
tention to proceed with the construction of
that line nmmediately. Constrnetion hetween
Pemberton and Northeliffe i= now within
five or six miles of Northeliffe township.
That line also should have heen completed
vears ago, in which ease Northcliffe wounld
he in a hetter position with regard to settle-
ment. I wish the Government to give con-
sideration to another settlement distant 15
miles from Northeliffe, and known as West-
cliffe. The Westeliffe land T believe to be
the finest agricultural land in the South-
West. Mr. Troy, when Minister controlling
group settlement, transferred settlers from
Northeliffe to Westeliffe and it is on record
that he declared the latter area o be the
finest belt of country he had seen. Mr. Troy
stated that if he were a young man it would
be his ambition to take up land in that part
of the State. T want the Government to
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confinue the good work that was then started

and give the people there a subsiantial
chanee to earn their livelihood.
- Mr. H. W, Mann: What would the

length of line he?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Another 15 miles
or so.

Mr. Wansbrough: It could be taken on
to Nornalup.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I would not sugges:
that at the present time. The question of
treights and fares and the diserimination
shown to residents in the metropolitan area
is a matter to which I desire to refer. The
producers have always suffered at the hands
of the Railway Department, and they are
#till suffering. Latterly the Commissioner
has been trying to poepularise the railways
and break down ecompetition. To do that he
reduced fares in the metropdlitan ares, hut
he never gave a thought to the country
areas. We are debited up with interes
amnunting to approximately a million annn-
slly, und that burden falls almost entirely
on the producers. That should not he; the
payment of that enormous sum should he
spread over the whole of the community.
Do not the big business people in tbe city
receive a henefit from the railways that are
run through every part of the State? O
course they do, and yet it is the people
in the eountry, the producers, who have to
carry the load. It is sufficient for the pro-
ducers to have to carry the burden of pre-
sent low prices without having that million
tied uround their necks. Not only are the
producerz compelled to pay that enormnus
amounnt of interest, but they are also debited
up with the maintenance of the railways
If thev were given some econsideration
it would make a wonderful difference to
them in the dircetion of pgefting thelr
produee to market. The producers could do
without the railways, but if they were closed
down for a week or two, what would the
people in the eity do? We in the country
can live without them, but they cannot live
without us. T wish to say a few words in
support of what the member for Bunbury
{Mr. Withers) remarked about the Bunbury
harbour. In respect of the South-West that
harbour is a great essential, and it is a rotten
shame and criminal neglect on the part of
every Government during the last 30 years
that something has not heen done to make
better provision there for shipping. Half
a million eases of fruit are being exported
from the South-West this year and beeause
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of the absence of facilities at Bunbury, it
will be necessary to carry ‘that fruit a dis-
tance of between 120 and 130 miles to Fre-
mantle. A deputation from Bunbury waited
on the Premier only a few weeks ago and
asked that something shounld he done to
assist the fruitgrowers and other producers
of the South-West and the Premier
pramised to give the matter consideration,
We want more than consideration; we want
something done. Of course I realise that
there is n shortage of money, and on that
question I shall probably have something to
say a httle later on. Again I urge on the
Minister for Railways the importance of
providing trueks for perishable products.
It has been necessary to send urgent tele-
grans to the Premier, the Minister for Rail-
ways and the Commissioner for Railways,
stressing the nced for prompily taking the
fruit te Fremantle to be loaded for export.
And it has been necessary also to point out
that if we missed a partienlar boat, we
missed the opportunity to export. It has
happened that when trucks have been wanted
they have heen somewlere else. Again, it
is impossible to send highly graded fruit
from Bridgetown to ¥Fremantle in open
trucks. We require covered vans. The fruit
exporting industry is growing every day,
and we must have covered vans in whieh to
take the fruit to the ship’s side. If we were
able to export from Bunbury, the distance
would be merely n matter of about G0 miles,
The fruit could then be loaded on the train
at night and it would be in the ship's
freezers the next morning. [t has happened
that it has suffered by having to remain on
the wharf. Another subject—and to this I
referred last year—is the re-grading of the
railway from Donnybrook south. The work
would be reproductive and -would absorh a
number of the unemployved. T do not sup-
pose the total cost womnld be morve than
£40,000, an amount that would be saved in
freights alone in the space of two or three
vears. With a revival in the timber indus-
try, the outlay would soon be returned to the
Railway Department. It must not be for-
gotten that the timber from the State Saw
Mills has, in freight alone, contributed to
the Railway Department no less a sum than
£1,300,000. What n wonderful proposition
then would the re-grading of this line prove!
[ commend this suggestion to the Minister
for Railways mainly for the reason at this
stage that it would provide work for many
of the unemployed, in addition to which 1
claim it would be veproductive. I wish to
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return to the old ruestion of reforestation.
I' say without hesitation that money has been
sonandered hy the {onservator of Forests in
this direction. I koow the Minister will not
join issue with me, but I will have the oppor-
tunity of replving to bim at a later stuge. I
reiterate that money is being continually
squandered on reforestation, and in eonnee-
tion with the work bheing done now it will
require an army of men at a later date to
grub up the redgum sueckers that come up
from the nuts. TLet me refer to Pemberton
where 7,000 acves are going through the pro-
cess of reforestation. It is now a guestion
whether it is possible to reforest karri coun-
try. But what are they doing there? They
are not carrying on the veforestation of
karri; they are endenvouring to plant pines
in the karri forest. T was in that distriet
ahout three weeks ago, and I tell the Minister
I am not speaking without my book. 1 had
timber authorities with me. In that huge
karri forest some thousands of pounds must
have been already spent. The work was
begun in the days of AMr. Lane Poole. What
do we find there? There are karri logs and
timbher everywhere, and there are liftle pine
suckers fo be seen, some 2ft. and some 3ft.
high, while others are just out of the ground,
and all around these is bush serub 8 and 10
feet high. The little pine suckers take some
finding. The firebreak there is not more than
12 feet at the outside, and it only req{lires
a fairly substantial Maze to go through the
aren and il will muke sueh a sweep that not
o pine will be left. What is being done is
foolish; it is wadness on the part of the
individual responsible, no matter whether he
be the Conservator or anvbody elge. He can
have merely theoretical kprowledgze when he
starts to plant pines in a karri forest. There
are thousands of acres in this State where
it i5 possible to plant pines without attempt-
thg to do so in a karri forest. The Peel
Estate should he an ideal loeality. At a
place just out of Bridgetown known as Jor-
nup, refore-tulion was carried o seven or
eight years ago,  The useless timber was
tuken out. but the =eedlings were left. What
was the result! A five swept thiough the
place and destroyed the whole of the area.
The only thing to do ii to run small fires
through the bush every vear when the seed
will germinate. Another quesiion T shouid
like to ask i= where is all the money coming
Erom that is heing expended in reforesta-

tion? It might be said that it is not cost-
inr the State anything, but that the Con-
sorvator i earrying it out from royalties
he i~ receiving from the timber. That may
he =0, but fo-day the timber industry is
dead: no oue is engaged in if. We have
heard it =aid that the enly primary indus-
try that is thriving to-day in Western Aus-
tralia iz the anid indnsity.  But we are
assisting it with a bonus, and it also has the
advantage of the exchange. it is only o lit-
tle over 12 mouths since we were pleading
for aseistance forr that indusiry becanise it
was then in a dyving state.  Sinee then, how-
ever, on aceount ol rhe high price of gold,
the honus and the premium, the industry has
completely recovered, though we do not know
when jt may go back. But what about the
timber industry which has confributed so
mueh to the wealth of the State? The value
of the timber exported is almost as great
as that of the gold exported. The value of
the timber that has heen exported from
Western Australia is 158 millions, and sce
what it hus meant generally to the State, es-
pecially in freights collected hy the Railway
Department. The State Sawmills alone have
.d the men that have been employed by
that concern no less a ~um than three mil-
lions =terling.  Yet while we are booming the
gold mining industry, and providing a bonus
tor wheat, we seem ta be doing vur utinost
to kill the timber industry hy charging a
reyalty of trom 5s. to 15= per load. The
industry cannot afford to pay the rovalties
that ave levied. Wipe out the voyalties alto-
gether and give the industry a chanee to
revive.  As it is, the Government get
what 1they ecan from the industry, de-
manding royvalties out of all propor-
tion. JMillars’ concessions have run out,
or will terminate this year. Let the
Government sceure the activities of Millars
again, o as to get ihe employcees back to
work, TFoirmerly they cinployed, say, 3,000
men, and kept another 13,000 working in con-
nection with the indusiry. Let the Govern-
ment give the people some hope for the
Enture by waiving royalties and getting the
industry established once more. 1 elaim it
would be much better to do that; it would
be in the interests of all concerned.

Mr. Marshall: ls che royalty charged on
the timber, or is it charged in respect of the
men who fall it?
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Mr. J. H. SMJTH: The rovalty is charged
on the timber, and ranges from 35s. to 15s.
@ load.

AMiss Heolman:  Millars would not start
their mills withiont any orders,

Mr. J. L SMITH: Let the Government
waive the vovalty and see what would hap-
pen.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: And give the henefit
to whom?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Another injustice to
the industry is the charge of 3s. 9d. for
each load that goes over the wharf.

Hon. J. C. Willeock : Why not take it off
Millars?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I do not think that
would do any pood, in view of Millars" last
halange sheet. At any vate, [ am not speak-
ing on behalf of Millars, but on behalf of
an industry that has done a great deal for
Western Australia. That industrv should he
helped to the extent 1 suggest.

Hon. J. C. Willeoek: Millars got enough
out of the industry.

The Minister for Railways: They had a
pretty good cut out of the industry for a
leng time.

Hon. J. C. Willeock : My word, they had.

Miss Holman: Millars have had all the
profit out of the industry.

Mre, J. 13, SMITH: T attended a meeting
the other day, and 1 was pleased to hear
that it was not the Government’s intention
te call for tenders for the sale of the State
Sawmills, which represent the one bright
spot in connection with onr trading con-
cerns.  Since the inception, the sawmills,
which eost about £500,000, have shown a
profit of over £700,000. In addition to that,
the Government, after making that profit,
still have the asset, in the shape of the mills
and plant.

The Minister for Railways:; The asset iz
the timber in the forest.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Of eourse, it is not.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: And you wanf to
eive it to Millars,

Mr. J. H. SMITH: It did not cost the
Government a penny to establish the forests.
1 referred to the cost of the sawmills and
the prefits made, when 1 mentioned the
assets still being retained by the Govern-
ment. Despite the financial results T have
mentioned, the “West Australian” published
the statement that the sawmills repre-
sented a bright feature and had .shown a
profit of £200,000, not £700,000, which was
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nearer the ecorrect figure. The sawmills
have paid interest from the inception. T
am glad, therefore, that the Government do
not intend to call for tenders for the sale of
that trading eoncern. Now I come to the
question of unemployment. I listened with
interest to the Leader of the Opposition and
other memhers sitting on his side of the
House when thev dealt with the position re-
garding sustenanee workers, I assure Op-
position members that the milk of human
kindness does not run in their veins alone.
Every member, irrespective of where he sits
in this Chamber, feels intenscly regarding
the position of men who are unemployed to-
day. I join issue with the CGrovernment on
thiz question. 1 expected that the Gover-
nor’s Specch would embody some sugges-
tions by the Govermment with regard to the
future. 1 thought we would have some in-
dication tending to show that we could look
forward to men being placed back in full-
time work, No such suggestion was made,
and it is deplovable from the standpeint of
statesinanship. I know the diffieulty is not
eonfined to the State Government, and that
all Governments are handieapped. The
Leader of the Opposition, the member for
South Fremantle {Hon. A, MeCallum) and
some other members made out a splendid
cuse for seeession. [ mm wondering when
the Government will introduce the Bill that
will enable the people to voice their opinion
regarding secession., We ave rushing pell-
mell towards unification. YWe shall enntinua
to have unemployment rampant and our
people unclothed, eold and hungry until we
zet down to fundamental faets and securve
an alteration of the monetary system. There
is foed in plenty in the State. Never before
wis there so mueh production, and yet
people are starving. Why? Through the
progress of seience and the advent of ma-
chinery, we have an abundance of every-
thing we need. Each day finds some im-
proved method installed. Yet the monetary
system, which is a thousand years old, re-
mains the same as ever. We are told we
must not toueh the banks or affeet the in-
terests of the moneylenders.

AMr. Marshall: They must be regarded sz
sacrosanet.

Mr. I H, SMITH: Those intevests are
not to be tonched under any eircumstances.
The argument that applied during the war
period, when I was opposed to conscription,
applies with enual foree to-day. In wveavs
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zone hy T said “Yes, have conseription, but
if you are to conscript the lifeblood of the
counfry, you must conscript wealth as well.”
The same argument applies with equal fores
to-day.
money interests are passed by. The whole
svstem must he alteved. The Financial
Agreement had a great effect on the finances
of Western Australin and all the meetings
of the Loan Couneil and other conferences
have not done us any good.

Mr. Marshall: Not a bit.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: We are friftering
away everything that Western Australia
holds most dear. What they desire is com-
mandeered by the Pederal Government, and
unification is creeping ahead. Tt is degrad-
ing to think that the Premier of the State
has to go cap in hand to the Federal Gov-
crnment asking for a few thousand pounds
with which to carry on. The Federal Gov-
ernment say, “*You ask for £1,000,000 on ac-
eount of the disahilitiecs Western Australia
has suffered under Fedevation. We gave
vou £300,000. We will be extra kind to yon
row auad give you £300,000.”

Hon. J. C. Willeock: And then go eap in
hand to the Commonwealth Bank to get it.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: We are providing
work for men and expecting them to live
on a miserable pittance of £2 8Os, a week.
I defy anyone te keep a family on such
a meagre amount. e must arrive at some
different arrangement. How can we arrive
at 1t? T suggest fhat first of all we must
clip the wings of the Commonwealth.
Secondly, we can only arrive at a satisfac-
tory arrangement when we have the ad-
vantage of the hest brains available in this
House, irrespective of party distinetions. I
am going to speak abount a national Gov-
ernment. I believe that the time is not far
distant when public opinion will force us
te form such a Government. Perhaps it wil!
be when the next election is held. We must
have a Government comprised of the hest
men available, and the Labour Party must
nssist.

Opposition members:
will,

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I believe that thev
will, despite what we have heard about the
decisions of their organisations. Under
existing eirenmstances, a large proportion of
unionists eannot contribute to the fighting
funds of the Labour Party.

Miss Holman: How do you know?

No. They never

We are starving people, while
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Mr. J. H. SMITH: Because they have
not the money. The result will be that the
untons will be unable to contribute fo party
tunds, and eventually the best brains on
the Opposition side of the House—it may
be very soon, teo—will be ready to assist
in Porming a national Government, so that
they can work for the betierment of West-
ern Australia as a whole.

Mr., Kenuneally: A gloricus picture?

My, J. H. SMITH: Yes, and one that
may eventually prove aceurate.

Mr. Marshall: That is Utopian.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: It may be a Ulopian
dream, hut if we do not dream respecting the
future, we may not be able to avoid a eon-
tinnance of the spectacle we have fo-day
of thousands starving. I do not refer
merely to the workers but fo the farmers.

Mr. Marshall: Are farmers not workers?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Of course they are,
and many of them are in a worse position
than those who are working under susten-
ance conditions on the roads or the railways
to-day. Farmers are being kept on their
holdings with huge debts over their heads,
Many have received notices of eviection and
have no security of tenure. They are told
they can remain on their farms and they
are asked to produce more. They cannot
be guaranteed more than 3s. a bushel, nor
can they even he guaranteed a continuance
of the wheat honus, They are asked to
continue production and the hope is ex-
pressed that in a few years’ time they may
get out of their difficnlties. The whole posi-
tion, to my mind, is impossible. I want to
commend the Government for what they
have done.

The DMipister for Railways: What is that?

My, J. H. SMITH: I did not refer to the
Minister, but to the Government. I com-
mend them for their endeavour to remedy
the position by providing work for as many
as possible, but T regard the sustenance
svstem as altogether wrong. I believe that
people who receive that assistance should
in return do something of a reproductive
nature. I agree that much unrepreductive
work has to he done. T know that the Minis-
ter in charge of unemployment relief has
to do something for the unemployed in the
city and has to provide work much of which
i5 not reproductive at all. T helieve the
whole system is wrong and that men should
he enwaged unon clearing land for future
prodaction. Work eould be earried out in
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areas held by the Forests Deparument and
on areas close to rilways and roads, That
work would be reproductive and I commend
the suggestion to the Government. We are
told that the vames of 12,000 unemployed
are on our books, Fortunately I have in
my distriet between 70 and 8¢ people only
who are on sustenance, The remainder went
1o Perth and have heen sent out hy the Gov-
ernment on sustenance work in various dir-
ections. Ewven so, many of the single men
could not get sustenanee work, [ am con-
cerned regarding the position of farmers’
children. What about their boys whose
ages range from 14 to 20 years? What
about their girls? People on the land who
vet £3 a month for their cream—that
amount would not keep body and soul to-
gether—ceannot get any further assistance
in respect of their bovs and girlg,

Miss Holman: The workers’ hoys get no
sustenance.

Mr. Hegney: How would vou get over
the difficulty?

Mr. .J. H. SMITH: By securing our own
vighis again and breaking the Federal bond.
If we seenred those rights, we would be able
to borrow money. We could raise a loan in
England where money is available at 2 per
cent. We cannot do anything while bank
interest rates range from 6 to 7 per cent.
The only solution is to get a reduction to
3% or 4 per cent., or even less. Without
that, we cannot get out of our difficulties.

Sitting suspended from 6.13 to 730 p.n,

Mr. J. H. SMITH : Before tea I was dis-
cussing the question of a national Govern-
ment, and saying I felt confident that at the
next general election there would he many
candidates going hefore the country in sup-
port of such a Government. I was twitted
lv my friends opposite with painfting a
Utopian picture. But I do honestly think
the public of Western Australia in the near
future will demand that party polities he
set aside, and that those sent here shall do
their best for the whole of the community,
irrespective of party. I want to impress on
the Government ihe utmost importance of
having a referendum on the Seeession ques-
tion. It is apparent fo all that something
of the sort must be done, more especiaily
after hearing the remarks of the Leader of
the Opposition and the member for South
Fremantle {Hon. A. MeCallum) the other
night as to the manner in which the Federal
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Covermnent are filching away our Siate
rights. And when we find Federal Jegisla-
tion overriding State legislation in regard to
taxation, it is time every right-thinking per-
son in Western Australin stood up and
fought for his rights. I do not want this
issue confused with any other. If the Gov-
arnment should bring down a Bill for the
holding of the referendum at the next gen-
eril eleetion I will oppose it tooth and nail,
hecause T eontend that it must be treated as
a separate subjeet. I want to compliment
the Group Settlement Royval Commission on
their work., Those three gentlemen did their
Job thoroughly and well, went into every
detail of the comprebensive subject, and se
gave of their best to this country. I am not
to-night going to touch on their findings, be-
cause [ understand that next week or the
weel after we shall have au opportunity to
discuss them in their entirety. I say again
that something has to be done to keep the
people on the land, not only the woolgrower,
ut the wheatgrower also. It is very painful
to see eviction notices going out to settlers
through no fault of their own. Heve 1 blame
the Government for insisting that interest
should be paid, when they know it is not
posgible, on the present prices of commeodi-
ties, for the settlers to keep body and soul
together, let alone pay intevest. The Gov-
crnment will have to waive thaf interest for
a number of years. Down in my distriet
group settlement is in a deplorable condition,
Many eviction notices are heing sent out.
[n the Elouse the other day T asked the Min-
ister to agrec to appoint an appeal hoard to
deal with those notices, and in the meantime
to prevent any more such notices going out
and to supply the settlers concerned with any
adverse reports made upon their work, But
the Premier said, no, he could not agree. I
can assire the House that if something be
not done, and done guickly, there will not be
one settler left on those holdings in two
vears' time. TFor what is one man’s funeral
to-day is another man’s funeral to-morrow,
and under existing eonditions it is impossible
for any settler to live, let alone pay his
interest. However, we shall have opportunity
to diseuss all that when we come to the
Royal Commission’s report. Again I eom-
mend that Commission for the work they did
and the recommendations they have sent in,
which must do a vast amount of good, and
possibly keep the settlers on their holdings.
It is of no use sending out eviction notices
to wheatgrowers, woolgrowers and group
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and other settlers, because on the present

prices it is impossible for them to keep body”

and soul together, let alone pay interest. I
want to compliment the school teachers in
my electorate on the wonderful work they
are doing for the younger generation, the
excellent education they are giving them in
agriculture. One would think that some of
the schools in my distriet were representing
the Agricultural Department, giving as they
do a great deal of attention to agricultural
subjects. And this, not necessarily in school
hours, but before and after school. I cer-
tainly eommend the teachers for it. Then I
would congratulate the Treasurer on what
he has done in adverse circumstances. Every-
hody will give him eredit for the magnificent
manner in which he has kept down expenses.
When we come to analvse his deficit of last
vear, we realise that of the total amount
£600,000 went in exchange and roughly
another £600,000 in sustenance. So the
halance was not o very large a sum after all.
But some other scheme will have to be
evolved, so that we shal) not be at the beck
and call of the Federal Government, There
is no State in Australia which has not de-
faulted. The other evening the Leader of
the Opposition pointed ont that practically
every other State had defaulted, and was
being kept going only by short-dated Tren-
sury advaneces, without whieh they could not
have met their obligations. But what is te
thappen when all that money has to be re-
paid?  Why not alter the whole system?
T am anxious to hear the member for Clare-
mont {Mr. North) explain the Douglas credit
system, for there seems to he a great deal
in it. 1f it is somthing upon which we can
bnild up our own ecredit, it will be of im-
men<e advantage to ns. I do nobt see why
we cannot bave a national bank in Westein
Australia.  Then if we should manage to
et gecession we could go to the Old Coun-
try and to the money lenders in other parts
of the woild and borrow wmonex for our de-
velopment work, and so put our people hack
_into employment. But while we have 12,000
inen on sustenance, and thensands of hovs
and girls of from 14 to 20 vears of age who
cannot get sustenance, what can he done?
Yet something must be done. else we uhall
he wiped off the face of the earth. Lii ns
default if we have to default. and let us
then brild up again. We eannut go on in
the present cireumstances, I helieve the
Governinent ave doine their jOI) to the hest
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of their finanecial resources. I believe the
AMinister for Works is trying to carry out
his sustenance poliey as well as possible.
Some people complain ahout the money it
is costing for the irrigation scheme. 1 agree
that the cost has bedn too high, and I believe
that when the time arrives there will have
to be a great deal of writing-down of that
scheme. But it has erented employment. The
Minister explained that hy doing it with
harrows it gave more employment. Of
conrse it does. But the people concerned
cannot be lpaded up with that undue eapital-
isation, just as many of our primary indos-
iries eannot carrv the capitalisation that is
theirs to-day, Down the South-West we are
rubbing along as well as possible in the ad-
verse civenmstances, but with hutter fat and
other commodities as low as they are, and
with freight as high as possible, it is impos-
sible for our people v be prosperous. Again
I a=k the Government to he more lenient,
to cease the issue of eviction notices and to
give to the setfler some seeurity of tenure.
That is the bugbear, that those people have
ne security of tenure, nnd cousequently no
heart to go on with their work. Even the
best of the zettlers say it is of no use leuk-
ing to the future, that John Jones, a battler,
has gone, and it may be their own turn te-
morrow. T urge the Government to appoint
an appeal heard inmmediately, and to give
the sertler concerned a copy of any adverse
reports on his work.

MR. PANTON (Leederville) [7.42}:
I regret that no Minister has seen fit to give
us any of the information asked for by mem-
hers on this side during the dehate on the
Supply Bill, and the eurrent dehate. Surely
it is not expected of a member that he should
rise in his place and seek information, and
then be eontent without it.  Whether the
Ministers do not know what is going on, or
do not ecare, or are not prepared to give any
infoimation te the House, the faet remains
that no atteinpt has been made to answer ounr
questions respeeting unemployment. I my-
self rai~ed the (uestion ahout the unemploy-
ment bonrd. 1 shenld like to know just
what Ministers are going to do regarding
thot besrd. These of us who, reprezenting
weetrapeltian seats, continnally have to look
tor semeone in authority to deal with thee
questions of unemployment are referred io
this ofticer or that, or even to the heoard,
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unttil eventually we find that practieally the
unemployment hoard is not in existence. As
the result of my experience of the jast 12
menths, T am convineed that if the Mintster
is not prepared to take the 1esponsibility
himself, if he is going to delegage that ve-
sponsibility to a hoard, then at least he
should constitute a board of men not occu-
pied in other positions in the public service.
That is the difliculty to-day. With all due
respect to the existing board, the chairman,
Mr. Bennett, has more than enough to do
as Government Sfatistician, and eannot pos-
sibly give the time to the board that is essen-
tial in the present -circumstances. Mr.
Pullen has heen appointed to the important
position of Chief Tnspecior in the Sounth-
West. Surely it is not to be thought that
Mr. Pullen can pive the neeessary time to
the work of the board and attend to bis
work in the South-West as well, Tf Cabinet
is not prepared to allot a Minister to give
the whole of his time to the work, but pre-
ters fo have a hoard, there ave sufficient
men who have acquired wide experience dur-
ing the last 18 months or two years to con-
stitute the board. Tt wonld be quite easy
to select at least three good men, if the Gov-
ernment wish to delegate their responsi-
bility, men who are not connected with any
other section of the Civil Service. T sug-
gest that this matter he given consideration,
We should be given an opportunity to deal
with somebody in authority. There is no
use disguising the fact; we are the shunttle-
cock between the Minister or the board and
the men. We, as representatives of the un-
emploved, should have the right to go to
somehody in anthority to get a definite de-
cision on the matters that arise. At present
we are hnffeted from one place to another.
It must be obvious to the Government that
the present svstem of picking-up should be
revised. The last 12 months, and more
especially the last Tew months, must have
made it clear that the present system is
entirely unsuitahle, T shounld like to know
just what the system is. My experience of
the picking-up of men for work in the cunn-
try is that if 100 or 200 men are vequired.
a certain number is allotted to each labour
burean, and the burean officials simply take
the cards in sequence, perhaps alphabetie-
ally, perhaps according to the time the men
have bheen on sustenanee. There is no
attempt to pick up men who are suitable
for the partienlar work in view. Ministers
should realise that times have changed as
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compared with a few years ago. Then, if
a railway was to be started und 100 or 200
men wetre requived, the only ones considered
for the work were those whe had been aceus-
tomed to that class of labour. If was easy
to pick up the requisite mumber of men
snitable for the work. Under existing con-
ditions men who have been following ali
walks of life are registered. Many of them
have done uothing but clerical work; they
have never done a hard day’s work, and
when they arve registered for sustenance, a
clerk is as likely to be picked up tor railway
eonstruction, clearing, or road-making work,
as for anything eclse. Many of those men
are 80 yemwrs of age, and it cannot be econo-
mieal te pick up such men for work that
they cannot possibly do. When a man has
turned 60, it is too Iate to start training
him as a timber hewer, raillway construction
worker or road maker. Yet eiderly men arve
being picked up in scores for such work.
Without entering into the merits or de-
merits of the dispute with the men who came
Trom Mt Barker, I am satisfied that any-
one who has looked at them must realise that
scores of them should never have been sent
to do such work. If they were engaged for
the next 10 years under piece-work or any
other system, it wonld not be economical to
utilise their services for the work. IF it is
merely a question of picking up men who
are on sustenante and petting them off the
sustenance roll, T ean understand it, but it
the Government desire to expend the money
available on anything like an economical
basis, they will have to alter the whole sys-
tem of picking up. T can see no difliculty
ahout altering the system. The oceupation
of every man registered for sustenance
should be known, I know something of ihe
system adopted Ny the Labour Bureau,
where a eard is kept for each man. Surely
it would be easy to ascertain whether s man
had been a bank clerk, an aceountant, a
construction  worker, or a road-maker!
When a  particular  jobh  was  contem-
plated, it would he z simple matter to
pick up suitable men for it T sug-
west  that Ministers consider making
an alteration. The other night I gave
a few instances of the absurdities
of picking up. Sinee then a man
aver (0 vemrs of age who had been picked
up, came to me to see what he could do.
One look at the man showed that he
was suffering from cancer in the upper
lip. Yet he had been picked up for work
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in the bush. T took him to Dr. Mackenzie,
and that man is now in the Perth Hospital
with a row of radium needles in his lin,
Surely there ave men who are sufficiently
zood judges of physique and who could he
placed in the depots to decide, *“That man iz
unsuitabic for this particular work,” oc
“That man seems suitable.,” What is the
use of picking up the elass of men who arc
now heing engaged? The whole system i3
ahsurd. T wizh to deal with the matter of
relief committees. T have had a good deal of
experienere of them latelv. During the last
six months applications for relief have he-
come greater, whether they he applications
made to the Leedervilie Relief Committeg,
of whicli T am chairman, to the R.S.L. com-
mittee, of which T am a trustee, or to the
Braille So<ety. T have no desire to be
pessimistie, hut T eannot helieve that any
improvement is likely to ocecur during the
next six or 12 months. Up to about six
months ago the people who had been unem-
ployed for a considerable time possessed a
certain amount of clothing, T will not say
they had a surplus—they never have that—
but they had a suffieiency of clothing to last
them for a period. Those men, their wives
and families have. worn out those clothes
and to-day have only what thev stand in,
My experience of a large number is that the
¢lothes they stand in are not very zood. For
a considerahble time, when we made a drive
in a distriet to secuve donations of clothing,
we had no difliculty. Many people bad sur-
plus elothing and were prepared to give it
to some one less fortunate than themselves.
But the surplus has been worked out and [
think T am right in saying that, during the
next six or 12 months, the position will be
worse than ever. T venfure to say that the
work of ithe relief committees will never he
written, and therefore never he properly
appreciated.  There is need for co-ordina-
tion of the work of relief commiitees. To-
day there are committees working in every
district.  In the greater metropolitan area
there are no fewer than 32 relief committees
at work, all of which are recognised by the
Government or by the metropolitan council
for the unemploved. Tn addition there are
numerous other committees.  The Uglies
have a central committee with hranches in
various suburbs; practically every church
has a small relicf eommitiee, and there is na
cend of other commiftees oufside of the
chaviiable organisations that exist for thi:

definite purpose. My experience a~ chair-
man of the Leederville Relief Committee 1=
that there is continual duplication. When
an application is received, it is almost im-
pozsible to ascertain whether the person had
been ta some other committee and received
assistance.  We do not know whom to assist
and wlhom to refuse. A man who is short of
clothing and blankets will mef ass:istance
where he ean, and with the limited amount
of assistince that we are able to give, it is
essentinl to lave co-ordination between the
conunittees. I can zee no other way of
securing co-ordination than for the Govern-
ment to take the matter in hand. T do not
mean  that  the Government should {ake
charge of the rvelief committees at present
operating; [ do not think that would he in
the besi inferests of tho~e who obtain relief.
or of the committees themselves, but I he-
lieve it should be possible to bring about co-
ordination. The duplication that oceurs 1s
eausing no end of trouble. The relief com-
niittees, T =ay without hesitation, are doing
tite bulk of the relief’ work. Anyone in dis-
tress goes flrst to the seeretary or chairman
of the laeal velief eommittee, and expects tu
receive assistance, There are several organ-
isations whieh T wonid like to see co-ordin-
ated. T have always given the Ugly Men
full eredit for their work, but the Ugly Men
are at present working in the same distriets
as are the relief committees. T desire to sec
some co-ordination so that the Uglies can
work, not in opposition to, but in conjunc-
tion with the relief committees. Then there
is the MeNess Fund. T do not know how
that is operated. T understand it is ad-
ministered by the Premier’s Department,
I wounld he very intevesting to know
how it is adminisfered, where the money is
geing and  who is assisted by the fund.
I am asking these questions so that we may
know whether certain people ave receiving
sustenance from the MeXNess fund or from
the Ugly Men’s Association, or whether they
are dependent solely on the meagre assist-
ance we can afford from relief fund<. Then
there is the Lord Mavor's Fund, We see
in the Press from time to time that certain
amounts ave added to that fund. [ was un-
tier the impression that it represented con-
tributions from the public for relief pur-
poses, for use in cases of distress in  the
metropolitan avea or somewhere else. T was
interested to know where the money was
going.  Last Christmaz: a distribution was
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made from that fund, and as chairman of the
velief committee I thought we would receive
our share. I found, however, that the money
was given te the conncillors for distribution
in the various wards. The amount each
councillor had the handling of was £30. I
would have had no objection to that if a
patticular member of the City Council—Cr,
Caddy—had been good enough or eourteous
enough to announee that he had this £30,
and proposed to make o yrood fellow of him-
self by spending it in this or that dirvection.
He conld also have pomnted out that there
was no need for us to duplicate efforts in
the same direetion. We did not, however,
know how that money was spent, and Mr.
Tayvlor, the treasurer of the wunieipality,
did not know cither. The other day 1 was
told that another small distribution was he-
g made. T thought | would nt onece get
into toueh with the City Counecil with a view
to obtmining some of it for our relief com-
mitiee, but I found that the sime councillor
tad picked it up the day hefore.  On this
oecasion 1 do know what happened to the
money.  The eouncillor, insiead of find-
ing ont whether var committee conld use this
money or not, went straight to Cecil Bros.
and purchased 20 pairs of ladies’ shoes. He
did not know whethier the men’s wives needed
shoes or not, but he went to the Labour
Burean where tlie sustenanee men were and
asked this or that man if e wanted a pair
for his wife. Ia this way he distvibuted 13
pairs of shoes, TFle then realised there were
eleven other men with wives, and that he
lad only seven pairs left. Thosce efeven men
drew lots for the balance of the shoes. Ap-
parently this is how the money drawn from
the Lord Mavor's Fund is being distriboted.
It may be only a coincidence, but this par-
ticular councillor is a publiely declared op-
ponent of mine for Leederville at the next
clection, If this gentleman wants to mnke
a good fellow of himsell in my electorate, he
should adopt some other means than that of
using money subseribed by the public for
relief purposes.

Hon. P. Collier:
will fieht him faivly and squarely.

Mr. PANTON: T always fight fairly
squarely.  1f that councilior obtained
other 50 pairs of shoes 1 could beat lim oot
of sight. I detest the wiscralile, despicalile
underground igeties on the part of & man
who hopes o he able to get into Parlinment

On all other counts you

and
an-
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on the back of the unemployed or their
necessitiex,  Such o man is not worthy of
the name of a potential politician, let alone
a politician in fact.

Hon. . Collier: More partienlarly a man
who did not go to the war,

AMr. PANTON: He can take it there will
he a war before next March. I am not blam-
ing the Lord Mayor. At Christinas time the
committee forwarded an emphatic protest to
Bir William Lathlain because of what had
ocearred, and we reecived back a typical let-
ter which was equally emphatic. Neither do
1 Mame the present lord Mayor, because the
money is handed to the eouncillors with a
view to its being paid over to the reliell com-
mittees. Az a result of exhanstive inguiries,
I learned that every other councillor guve the
money to the relief commitiees and  said,
“Here is a certain amount of money from
the Lord Mayor’s Fund fo assist  you to
carry an.” The conneillor to whom I have
referred was not prepaved to do that. 1
admit he may have had good grounds for
his action. FHe may have thought that the
member for Leederville was not sufficiently
trustworthy to handle a few pounds. [ am
only one of & committee of 32 and have not
even a vote. [ drew up the constitution, and
provided that the chairman should have no
tote, o that ne one wouhl be able to say T
was doing relief work for politieal gnin. I
am simply the chairinan without a vote. This
particular councillor is not prepared to trust
a committee which is doing so mueh to re-
lieve cases of distress.

Haon, P. Collier: Ie is one of those boun-
ders who have butted in.

Mr. PANTON: T now rome to the ques-
tion of the distribution of firewood. These
may appear trivial matters, but they are of
great nmportance to the people concerned,
During the Tust few weels, when the weather
has heen exceptionally eold and wet, many
peopte have had no fires and very few
blankets to keep thew warm. Wood is searce,
and we are endeavouring to distribute it to
the best of our ahility. 1t is sent to us by
the Government in trucks to Subiaco, and
we have to cart it and distribute it. The
instruetion given is that this wood must be
distributed only to sustenance workers or
those in receipt of sustenunce. That is alto-
gether wrong, Those are not the only
people who are in need of relief. There are
scores of others who for varions reasons ave
unable to get sustenance or sustenanee work.
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A man may have a som over 21, and a
danghter who is bringing in a little over 21s,
a week,  That is equivalent Lo three persons
on sustenance living in the one house, and
the two who are not earning are, therefore,
ot elirible for this form of relief. Because
a girl is earning 2325, Gd. a week, it cannot
he contended that she ean pay the rent and
* keep her father aml brother in the necessi-
ties of life, and vet, hecause the tather and
brother are not receiving sustenance, aceord-
inz to the regnlations we are not supposed
te supply them with any firewood. | do not
know that we huther too much about these
rerulations, but 1 do want the Governmment
to look into the matter and I do want a Min-
ister specially appointed to take contrel of
the whole husiness. Take also the case of @
widow with litlle children. She was receiv-
ing 27vs. bd. a week until lately. She has
now heen reduced to 10=. in cash, the bal-
ance being made up in orders upon trades-
people.  She has rent to pay and she cannot
get any firewood. She is therefore com-
pelled to buy wood from a woodyard at a
hicher price than that at which we could
supply it.  In some cases we supply the
wood [or nothing, and in other cases merely
for a nominal sum to pay the cost of peiroi.
We are not supposed to issue firewood to
people in that position. When a relief com-
mittee is mganized to relicve cases of dis-
tress, it is not the business of that committee
to inguire whether a person is receiving sus-
tenance or not. The only zround on which
reliet should be grinted is that of distress.
Dire necessity should he the governing fac-
tor. The Leederville committee are working
along those liues, hut we are continuaily
being bombarded with regulations. The citi-
zens who comprise the eommittee arve getting
tired of being told not to do this or that.

They give up their time and thev
work  voluntarily, and are  doing  their
hest to a=sist the Gevernment. We exist

entively for the purpose of doing zomething
for those people the Government are unable
to asgist. Tnstead of heing harasszed, the com-
niittees should be encouraged and allowed to
use their own diseretion.

The Minister for Lands: I do not think
the:e committees are being harassed.

Mr. PANTON: [ am telling members the
kind of regulations we have to contend with.

The Minister for Lands: You say vou do
1ot take any notice of them.

Mr. PANTON: Some members of these
committees think they ought to carry out the
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regulations.  They are not all bike me, and
do not want to thraw them in the wastepaper
hasket and zo on with the job. T am only
the chairman of ihe Leederville committee
and am often over-ruled. T mervely want to
asxist in the varrving out of the job, I am
sorry the Minister for Education is not
present, Shortly after I was elected as mem-
her for Leederville, T introduced a deputa-
tion to the then Minister for Ldueation,
the wemher for Nedlands. We wanted
1w more rooms added to the infants’ school
at North Perth. The hon. member had the
Chief Tnspector of Schools with him. and
had already heard that oflicer’s views hefore
we arrived. He toid us he did not want to
spe us, was satisfed with the justiee of our
request, amnd said that the joh would be done.
But it s not yet done. For a number of
vears the department have heen hiring the
Town Hall and the Maver’s parlour, or
what was known as such, at a rental of £3
a weck. Novth Pertl is an overgrown suburl.
I understand that another hall is also being
hired,  Tor ordinary aduolts it is not far
from the infants’ school to these places, hut
it is altogether too great a distance for little
ones to travel, especially in the wet and eold
weather.  There i no provision at any of
these places for the drying of sboes or
clothes, or for giving warmth to the child-
ren.  Hecently the present Jlinister for
Iiducation decided 1o push on with the work.
Tenders were ealled, I understand, for briek
buildings to eomplete the infants’ school,
and one was accepted,

The Minister for Lands: For two rooms.

Mr. PANTOX: For the additional build-
ings required at the infants’ sehool, T saw
the namme of the -<uccessful lenderer pub-
lished in the “West Australian,” so it must
have heen right. Now I understand that
there is a dispate hetween the Bdneation
Department and, not the Treasurer, but a
Treasury oificial. A couple of days ago «
Trepsury official and an inspector of the
Eduneation  Department  visited the school.
The inspector said, “We want this to be
brick huilding. There is an ever-growing
population here, and it is no use putting
up any temporary wooden structwre. We
already have three or four temporary huild-
ings.” But the Treasmyv official said he
would put wp what he liked. The Treasury
oflicial obviously was running the show. I
gather that the contract has heen hung up,
aml that nothing is heing done. Perhaps
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the Minister for Works can tell ns what is
the position.

The Minister for Works: You haye just
said the matter has been taken out of my
hands.

Mr. PANTON: Perhaps the Minister for
Works will be able to state that he has shown
a little hackbone and has refused to let the
Treasury official take the matter out of his
hands. Are the Government going to run
the Treasury offieinls, or are the Treasury
officials going to run the Government? The
point at issne just now is a Treasury official
versus the Education Department. Where
does the Minister stand in the business?
The work is ecssential, and there will never
be an opportunity of getting building done
more cheaply.

The Minister for Works: That i3 right.

Mr. PANTON: Tt would be absurd to
empower any Treasury official to declare
that a temporary wooden building will do
for that locality. The parents’ and citizens’
association at North Perth is seeond to none
in Western Australin. That association has
spent considerable sums of money on the
school buildings and the school grounds.
Three weeks after the member for
Nedlands (Hon. N. XKeenan) beecame
Minister for Edneation, the nssocia-
tien approached him on this subject, and it
has been hammering on the door of the
Education Department ever since. Now, a
tender having been aceepted, a Treasury
official is found to he bigger mentally and
physically than all the Cabinet. T hope
some Minister will tell us how the Treasury
official got all this power. I he has not got
the power, then I hope the Government will
insist upon the erection of a permanent
building. Now I wish to deal with ene other
matter, affecting a very small section of the
community. In this State there ave fen
blind soldiers. T believe that any member
of this House will admit that of all wounds
or injuries, blindness is one of the worst. I
wish to pay a fribute to suecessive Govern-
ments for having done a good deal for these
men. The blind soldiers have gold passes
over the railwayvs and tramways. Siv
Thomas Coombe, when the free passes were
decided upon, furnished the necessary funds
for supplying them in gold. In this respect
the hlind soldiers arve hetter eircunstanced
than members of Parliament, sinee the
soldiers do not run the risk of losing their
zold passes everv three years. T repeat,
there are only ten blind soldiers in Western

[ASSEMBLY.]

Australia; and they do not travel much.
The stumbling-block at the moment is that
one of them lives in Alhany. Almost with-
out exception these ten are married men,
and the guide or escort is the wife. I have
already made this appeal to the Premier, and
it has been turned down. All T am asking
is that a blind soldier’s wife, in addition to
himself, should be given a slesper. Very
lttle travelling is done by the blind soldiers
resident in the metvopolitan ares. The one
who lives in Albany comes to Perth twice a
vear. As he is not in a position to purchase
a slegper for his wife, she has to =it up all
nightt. All departmental officers of any
gtanding have the privilege of a free sleeper,
The granting of this request will not set up
any new precedent,

The Alinister for Lands: Departmental
officers’ wives do not get free sleepers,

Mr. PANTON: I am speaking for the
pscorts of those ten blind soldiers. The
reason why the request was turned down i3
contained in the following reply addressed
to the honorary secrctary of the Western
Australian Biind Seldiers’ Assoeiation :—

I am directed to acknowledge your letter
uf {he 13th August, arking that the TEon. the
Premier veeeive o depulation in conneetion
with the gramting of sleeper accommodation
on the Spate railways te attendants ef blind
suldivrs,  The Premier feels that ne good pur-
pesc ean be servell by recciving the deputa-
tion. s you are aware, the matter of provid-
ing pavses, it there is any obligation, is one
in whieh the Commonwenlth (overnment is
entirely responsible,

1 entirely disagree with that view. The
Commonwenlth Governmeni aceept respon-
sibility for pensions and various other
things, hnt 1 think Western Australia has
a little responsibility to those ten men in
respect of the loss of their sight.

Notwithstunding this, the State Government
has endenvoured to ameliorate conditions hy
extending this vourtesy, without remuneration,
io incapacitated soldiers genernlly, and natur-
ably awi rightly it has aceorded the gremtest
privileve to the blinded soldier. Tt is felt,
hewever, that the coneession has been ex-
tensded as far as poessible, ng the provision of
sleepers invelves the department in actual eash
pirvineat to outside bodies for Taiundry work
uanil other services, nnd it is regrefted that,
under these ciremmstanees, the privilege ean-
unt ke extended any further,

Mre. J. 1. Mann: Who signed that lettev?
Mr. PANTOX: The Secretary of the
Premier's Department.
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Hon. P. Collier: It comes from the Rail-
way Department.

Mr. PANTON: Xo; it eame from the
Treasury, The Railway Department have
nothing to do with this aspect. When they
find free slecpers, they charze them up tu
the Treasury. The Treasury put up au
arcuinent that laundry work is involved.
Twice a vear this Albany soldier’s eseorl
would require two sheets and a couple of
pillow slips.

The Minister for Lands:
I have heard ot the matter.
Mr. PANTON: T freely admit that, T
wonld not be surprised if this was the first
that the Cabinet, with the exception of the
I'remier, had heard of it. I suggest also
that this is the place for the Cabinet to hear
of it. T hope sowmething will be done. T do
not wish to put up any sob-stuff. However,
having heen associated with the blinl
soldiers ever sinee my retnrn, I urge thatr
ihe granting of this privilege will neither
make nor break the State finances. I hope
ihat the various questions [ have put up will
e answered hy Cabinet or by some Minister.
1f Ministers are waiting fo reply until
evervhody has finished, no doubt the
eventual answers will be comprehensive. [
Lhope the answers will be fuller than some
of the answers given this afternoon—
(1), Yes. (2), (3} and (4) an-
swered bv No. 1.7 We want te know where
we stand, what assistance the Government
are prepared to give, and whether they in-
tend to continue enforcing some of the
stupid regulations gazetted. I especially
ask the Government to try te find some
proper method of picking men for the vari-
ous jobs. Then the work will be done more
cconomically, and there will cerfainly be less
dissension among the mmen, than under the
present system. Under the present system
a number of men cannot work fogether with-
out dissension. A man cannot go te the
country to work at £1 14s. per week and
maintain two bouses on that wage, without
dissension being caused. Qld, decrepit men
should not be sent to do work fit only for
voung, strong men. Boys should not be sent
to chop wood which requires the strength
of full-grown men. Let the men be given
an opportunity to do the kind of work they
are sent to do. If they must be seni into
the country, let them have that opportunity.
Then there will be less dissension, if not
that contenimeni which we desire.

This is the first
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MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [5.28]: An out-
standing feature of this debate has been the
speech of the Leader of the Opposition.
The hon. gentleman’s rémarks may be taken
as having a definite bearing upon the ques-
tion of secession. The Leader of the Oppo-
sition made it quite clear that he was dis-
satisfied with the way in which matters are
trending in respect of the powers exercised
by our Federal masters. My, Collier said
Lie had thonght that we were a sovereign Par-
liament with certain powers, and that the
Commonwenlth had restricted powers,

Me. Marshall: We are a sovereign Par-
Liament without sovereigns.

Mr. SAMPSON: We are a sovereign Par-
liament minus sovereign powers. It is clear
thul the remarks of the Leader of the Oppo-
sition have received widespread approval
and endorsement. Unfortunately the posi-
tion is rapidly approaching unification: and
it is urgently necessary that the wise words
uttered by the Leader of the Opposition,
and strongly supplemented by the Premier,
should be taken up, and that efforts shonld
be made to bring the desire for secession
to a head. T hope no effort will be spared
to achieve that result. I helieve that if we
make up our minds to get secession, we shall
get it, Where there is a will, there is a wav.
State rights are menaced and are being sac-
vificed. Tn the past we have heen advised
to stand together, as while the Common-
wealth was progressing it would be unjust
and inadvisable to do anything towards
breaking the Federal bond. When things are
had we are told that as our difficulties are
so widespread, this is not the time to
cause dissension or to talk of secession. Tt
does not matter which way things go, there
is always an argument against secession.
Common sense dictates that at the earliest
possible moment we should get away from
the Federal bondage so that we may have
full toral antonomy. Tf we reach that stage,
then the State will he in a position to pay
its way.

Mr. Hegney: Will that solve the unem-
ployment problem?

AMr. SAMPSON: That is a separate mat-
ter, and 1 shall deal with it later. There
has heen, and still is, a terrific amount of
overlapping of services. 1 will quote as ar
example, the Federal Health Department.
The cost of salaries for the financial year
1930-31—the latest fizures available—for
central administration alone was £25500,
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while “contingencies” cost £2,000 and “mis-
cellancous services” about £10,500.,

My, Marshall: But that expenditure covers
all States.

Mr. SAMPSON: It was for central ad-
ministration only.

The Minister for Lands: That neans the
central office at Canberra.

Mr. SAMPSON: That is what [ have in-
dicated. Regarding the operations of the
Federal Health Department in Western Aus-
tralia, the details show that the eost of sul-
aries for officials here amounted to £7,900,
while “contingencies” ropresenied £06,000.

Mr., Corboy: Was not the bulk of that
spent on miners’ phthisis work?

My, SAMPSON: I can give the details.

The Minister for Lands: Much of the
money was spent in other ways.

Mr. SAMPSON: The details of the expen-
diture show that it ineluded the following:—
Subseription fto [nternational Burean of
Public Health, and International Veterinary
Bureau, £164; investigation of epidemic
diseases, £104; investigation of indusirial
diseases, including miners’ phthisis and lead
poisoning, £372.

My, Marshall: That cannot be. There
are hundreds of men in Kalgoorlie alone
who received Etreatment.

Mr. SAMPSON: Tle items T have re-
ferred to are under the heading of “Mis-
cellaneons.”

Mr. Corhoy: Probably that was suffic-
ient to pay for the purchase of films for
the X-ray plant.

Mr. SAMPSON: Other items include:
Advancement of the study of tropical dis-
eases, to he paid into trust fund, Austra-
tian Institute of Tropical Medicine Are-
count, £1,700; tropical discases, contrihu-
tion to Tmperial fund for investigation,
£200; Tropical Diseases Bureau, contribu-
tion, £400; Eradieation of hook-worm dis-
ease in Australia, £1,603.

Mr. Corboy: You will find, if you ex-
amipe the position elosely, that the bulk
of the expenditure was in respeet of winers’
phthisis.

Mr. SAMPSON: Then there was L435
spent on the Sehool of Public Health and
Tropiral Research, 1t may he that the sal-
aries of the offieers concerned were provided
for in the £25500 I have already referred
to, but I cannot say. The figures I have
quoted represent a tremendous expenditure
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for small results, even thaugh the amount
totals approximately £10,000.

Mr. Corboy: if that money had bheen
spent in <ealing with thrips in the apple
orchards, instead of human beings, vou
would have said it was all right.

My, SAMPSON: The hon. member is
speaking without knowledge, and has given
no consideration to the figures I have read.
They are not mine, nor am 1 advancing
them to diseount the valne of work done
in connection with miners’ phthisis. [ am
simply drawing attention to the tremen-
dous amount of money expended in services
overlapping those involving State expen-
diture.

Member: The State does not
any  money in dealing with
phthisis.

Mr. SAMPSON: I will give the lon.
member some information from the Federal
Auditor-General's report in regard to over-
lapping not ouly in connection with the
Health Departiment but in other directions
as well. If the State were in a position to
undertake the work, I believe we could do
it much more cheaply.

Mr. Kenneally: And render less service,

Mr. SAMPSOXN: The Federal Auditor-
General in the course of his report, said—

1

spend
miners’

Duplication and Overlapping of Services.—
Opportunities still exigt, in my opinion, for
cconomics to be made under this head, especi-
ally as betwcen the Commonwealth and States
in departnients dealing with health, scientific
matters and research,  While eredit may be
given to those responsible who desire to avoid
duplication, there can be little doubt that much
duplication oceurs when independent author-
ities carry out investigntions on related sub-
jeets, Many chemists, entomeologists and an-
alysts are employed by the Council for Seien-
tific and Industrial Research, and in State
Agricultural Departments, as well ag in Com-
monwealth and State Health Departmments, the
overlapping of whose work in many phases
seems (uite unavoidable over a eourse of years,
even if it does not oecur at any given time,

Folldwing that statement, the Auditor-
General had something to say regarding the
income tax and the importance of uniform
laws—

Under present conditions, the States are, 1o
an extent, dependent upon the Commonwealth
for financial aid. In other words, the resources
of the Commonwealth and of the States arc
pooled, the cost of which is borne by the same
set of taxpayers. Uniform laws, not only in
respect of ineome tax but of other taxes, to he
collected by one tax-collecting authority, would
reduce the great cost imposed on taxpavers in
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‘the preparation of returns and would result in
a more equitable c¢harge upon the various tax-
payers throughout Australia.

Last year I introduced a Bill, the objeet of
which was to bring about uniformity in
respect of treatment of donations for the
relief of unemployment. I considered that
some such provision was necessary, particu-
larly in view of the circumstances in which
we find ourselves in these times. Under the
Federal taxation laws a deductable amount
is allowed respecting donations for the relief
of unemployment subject to the money being
paid to a recognised conumittee. I considered
that the inclusion of a similar section in our
State legizlation would have encouraged
donations to assist the committees working
to relieve unemployment. Unfortunately,
for about nine days prior to the close of last
session, I was ill, and unable to attend the
House. 1 am not vain enough to believe that
had I been here the Bill would have been
agreed to. After [ had moved the seecond
reading of the Bill, it vemained on the
Notice Paper for many weeks without fur-
ther progress being made. The Bill was not
passed, but I believe that had effect heen
given to if, the position of many unemploy-
ment eommittees would have heen improved
considerably, I recommend the Government
to give further consideration to legislation
toward that end. TUnfortunately I have not
vet heen able to seemre approval for the in-
troduction of an amending Bill.

Hon. A. MeCallum: From whom were yon
to get that approval?

Hon. J. C. Willeock: You are a member
of the Gountry Party now,

Hon. A. MeCallum: Mr. Monger could
ive you permission.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: You are labouring
under severe diseipline now. ’

Hon. A. MeCallum: Shall T go down and
ask Myr. Monger if you ean introduee it?

Mr. SAMPSON: The hon. member will
embarrass me.

Hon. P. Collier: From whom were you to
vet vour approval?

Mr. SAMPSON: Mr. Spesaker

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Yes, vet away from
the suhject.

Hon. A. MeCallum: T will write to Mr.
Monger for yon to-night.

Mr. SAMPSON : I want to refer to
publications by the Federal authorities. I
have in mind specifically a medical history
fo he compiled in two volumes which was
approved by the Minister for Defence. One
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volume only has been issued so far, and after
a period of eight years, I find that £10,152
has been spent on the publication of that one
volume, and the proceeds of sales represent
£357 only. The cash seliing price for the
work is 21s.

Hon. P. Collier: What is the point?

Mr. SAMPSON: The Federal authorities
appear to lhave an unlimited amount of
moeney to spend in all sorts of directions. On
this point, the Federal Auditor-General says
that the public demand for the work is very
limited and that the history should he much
reduced in size. The detailed plun of the
publication is in the opinien of the Auditor-
General altogether too extensive and the eost

of the work is far in excess of what
eircumstanees justify. The Auditor-General
proceeded—

Apperently only about 2,000 individuals have
mitde purehases. It is clear, in any ease, that
little publie interest is taken in the publica-
tion of the histories which, as time goes on,
will be still less looked for or referved to. Tt
may be expeeted that, if the present arrang..
ments ave carried out, the net cost to the Com-
monwealth for these histories will be not les:
than £100,660.

What 1 have quoted goes to show what
extravagance and overlapping is apparent
to-day. The expenditure of ‘that monex
could be saved, especially if Western Aus.
tralin  becomes in reality a State with
dominion statns,

Hon. A, MeCallum: Just exacily what
does that mean?

Mr. SAMPSON: T do not know that I
need say any more nbout that phase. Wesi-
ern Aunstralia has suffered bitterly hecause
of the extravagance of Federal expenditure,

Hon. P. Collier: Ias vour speech got
anything to do with your personal interests?

Mr. SAMPSON: The point I make was
cleavly shown by the Leader of the Oppo-
sition, and the Premier supplemented his
remarks. In the circumstanees I do not
know that any more need be said. I hope
that every effort will be made to seeure full
loeal antonomy and that we shall he able to
break the Federal liond that is proving such
a hampering influence to-day. T wish to say
a word ahout the retention of land for for-
estry and water catehment purposes. The
position hitherto has been the adoption by
suceessive Governments of a policy whereby
orchards on certain brooks have heen re-
sumed, But always there have been one or
nmiore orchards left. That is the remarkable
phase of the policy. T know of several
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orchards that were resumed some vears ago
under this plan. The trees were pulled out
and the owners, who received compensation,
thereupon shifted further upstream, hbut
were still on the same side of the brook.
Their new orchards are progressing very
well to-day. But picture the stupidity of a
policy which permits such a thing! That
position continues, and so far as I am aware
no statement as to alteration of the poliey
Lias been made. All those resumptions took
place some years ago, I think before the pre-
vious Government came in. At all events
the position has never heen put right by a
statement from the responsible Minister.
When a person desives to establish an
orchard in o given district he frequently
finds it extremely diffieult, because the land
suitable for orechard purposes is in many
cases in o water cafchment avea or a forestry
area. So the difficulty he has to face means
a delay of many months before he ean
secure a block of land.

Hon. P. Collier: The hon. member knows
all the particulars of all those cazes nnd
has been to the department about them.
Why retail it all here?

Mr. SAMPSON: It is still difficult to
chtain orchard land in certain districts. Not
long ago a man desired to establish an apple
orchard near Canning Mills,

Hon. P. Collier: But you have presented
the case to the department.

Mr. SAMPSON: 1 have, yes, but the dffi-
euléy remains .

Hon. P. Collier: Do you hope to get re-
dress here?

Mr., SAMPSON:  Although Western
Australia has cstablished a repntation for
the production of first-grade apples, those
who desire to grow apples in the area re-
ferred to find themseclves unable to secute
the necessary land. T hope it will not be
long hefore a reversal of policy is decided
apon.

Hon. 1. Collier: Go to the Minister ahout
it.

Mr, SAMPSON: A matter of great in-
terest fo small farmers in the outer suburban
avea is the extension of clectric cables so as
fo provide power for pumping water. On
many oeeasions I have acknowledged with
gratitude what was done in respeet of o
siall distriet, Canning Vale, That exten-
sion was made, and what had previously
been a comparatively havd-up community is
to-day fairlv well to do. There are manv
other suburban districts wrgently requiring
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current. Moreover, there ave some people
on sustenance to-day who, if they had elec-
fric current with which to operate their
water pumps, would be able to grow sulfi-
cient good quality produce to enable them
to live in eomfort. Eleetrie eurrent is needed
in many places in the hills, such as Glen
Forrest, Muohogany Creek, Zamia, Parker-
ville, Maida Vale, Forrestfield, East Mad-
dington, Roleystone, Bedfordale and other
localities. ecently a very awkward posi-
tion arose at Mundaving. The people there
put up a petition for electric current and
cuaranteed that they would use a ecertain
quantity. For some years past those people
have continued to wrge that electric eur-
rent should bhe made available to them. Year
after year the request of those people wus
denied them until, finally, private enterprize
put in a small plant. But it is obvipus that
a plant for a relatively small district such
as Mundarving, operated by private enter-
prise could never he profitable,

Mr. Mayshall: What a charge to make
against private enterprise!

Mr, SAMPSON: The provision of elee-
tric enrrent is a Tesponsihility of the Gov-
ernment, who through the Electricity Sup-
ply have a monopoly of that facility in
outer suburban distriets.

Hon. P. Collier: Have you seen the Min-
ister about it?"

Mr. SAMPSON:
on various pecasions.

Hon. . Collier: But have you seen the
Minister?

Mr. SAMPSON: Consideration by the
Government should be given to the exten-
sion of electric current to those distriets. It
is impossible for it to be provided by any
other authority, because, as I say, the Gov-
ernment have a monopoly in those distriets.
Providing that current would do some-
thing of a reproductive nature, and would
be a definite gesture of prosperity. I am
prepared to say it is a great pity the Gov-
cornment  Elegetricity Supply is not in the
hands of private enterprise; because if it
were, growers in most of the districts I
have in mind would get the current they so
greatly need. Here is a peculiar thing:
\While the Government are unable to do
what is asked, nevertheless they are adver-
tising clectric current at the Perth railway
station, where posters point out the advan-
tage of electricity, its economy, its useful-
ness, ils adaptability and so on, In view

It has been discussed
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of this, it is delighifully ironie that thoze
g0 earnest in their desire to sceure current,
and who are prepared to zuarantee the de-
partment against loss, to endorse the titles
of their land, nevertheless are unable t»
secure the extension of the current. The
Government have sel up this department of
electricity, this utility, and it consisteatly
fails to do what is needed. Tt would he a
good thing if it were dispcsed of to private
enterprize, when those who need water so
much would be given an opportunity o
make a living.

Hon. 1. Collier: For gzoodness sake don’t
stari elestioucoring here.

AMr, SAMPSON: The other night the
Leader of the Oppusition wmade o statement
rerarding commercial travellers.

Tfon. P, Collier: T was not electioneering,
anvhoir.

AMr. SAMPSON: e was eareful to point
out that he did not refer to the traveller as
a parasite; but that nevertheless the traveller
was encaged in pavasitical work. While the
[.eader of the Opposition was speaking T
determined to take an opportunity fo say a
few wards in reple to his remark,

Hon. P. Collier: Go ahead.
pleased to hear you.

Mr. SAMPSON: Those travellers are
generally known as ambassadors of trade.
They carry to those in the farming distriets
news of the latest inventions, of plants, teols
andd requirements for the farimer's husiness.

Hon. P. Collier: That is the story they
tell.

Mr. SAMPSON: They also take out news
and pinticulars  velating  te wirelesz  and
motor ecars and motor trneks, and the
Iztest machinery for gold prospecting
or whatever it may be. Those men
do a great deal in respect of ad-
vertising, Without them there would not be
as wmueh progress made in the conntrev as
there i to-day. In 1914 T was in Fevpt,

Hon. . Collier: You passed through
FEevpt.

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes, I was there only a
Few hours, but it gave me an oppuoriunity fo
confirm all T had read about the out-of-date
implements used in that country. T saw for
myzelf that the ploughs there are the same
as were used before the time of Clrizl, In
1928 1 was on the Continent and saw the
very ancient implements used there. In one
instunee, there was an ox in one side of the
harnexs and a woman in the other, and those

I shall be
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twa were pulling the plough. In thosze coun-
tries the commercial traveller is compara-
tively nnknown and vonsequently the people
are nol Lepl in tonch with modern develop-
ment.

Hon. 1. Callier: G, what nonsense!

Me, SAMPSON: Tae fellaheen in Fgypt
are uxing the e soit of implement as was
used Lefore the iae of Christ,

Hon. I, Collier: Nwd arve still wsing it

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes, Lt i commercial
travellors had gone to Egypt

Hon. . Collier: They have been there.

Mr. SAMPSON: —they would have had
up te date machinery, and would be enjoy-
ing a greater standard of comfort.

Mr., SPEAKER: T do not see anything
in the Speech dealing with that subject.

Me, SAMPSON: T am awave of that; it
should have been in the Speech. Tt has a
very important relation (o the remarks wade
by the Leader of the Opposition. 1 would
like the people of that country to enjoy the
advantages we have.

Hon. P. Collier: Which people?

Mr, SAMPSON: Tf those people had had
the same advantages, they would be enjoy-
ing a better standard of living.

Hon. . Collier: Which people?

AMr. SAMPSON: The people in Egvpt.

Mr. SPEANNER: The hon, member mnst
not diseuss Egvpt.

Alr. SAMPSON: Reverting to the com-
mereial traveller in our land, I ask how could
we rezpect the man if we did not respect
his work™ T helieve that vou, Mr. Speaker,
would support me, if you were on the floor
of the House. When the commercial travel-
ler does his work, he is deing something to
make progress possible.

My, SPEAKER: The hon. member had
better get back on to the track.

Mr. SAMPSOX: [t would be a good thing
if more commercial travellers went out.

Hon. P. Collier No, no! }

Mr. SAMPSON: I helieve that the more
we learn about up to date mnchinery, the
better able we are to compete with the rest
of the world.

Hon. P. Collier: More parasitieal occu-
pations for the people to maintain,

AMr. SAMPSON: Tt is futile to say that
we should not adopt modern maehinery.

Hon. P. Collier: Who said that?

Mr. SAMPSOX: It has been said time
and time again,

Hon. P. Collier: Who said it? It was not
said in this House.
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Mr. SAMPSON: I have not stated that
it was said by anyvone in this House. It has
been said in magazines; it is a common
topic of conversation that the installation of
machinery means putting men out of work.

Hon. P. Collier: Who said that?

Mr. SAMPSON: I realise that there is
much truth in the statement.

Miss Holman: What is the remedy?

Hon. P. Collier: But who said 1t?

Mr. SAMPSON: We eannot sit back and
refuse to instal modern machinery. We have
to compete with other countries thai are
using it. California and other parts of the
United States as well as Canada are using
modern machinery for primary and secon-
dary producfion, and we cannot do other-
wise than use the best.

Hion. 1. Collicy: How you are beating the
air! Who said so?

My, SAMPSON: It is a common state-
ment in ‘magazines and newspapers.

Hoen, P. Collier: Who said we are op-
posed to modern machinery?

Mr. Hegney: We want fo redvee hours of
labour because of the installation of mach-
inery, and you are opposed to that.

Mr. SAMPSON: One other subject 1
wish to mention.

Miss Holman: Secession?

My. SAMPSON: Noj; I am sorry the hon.
member was noi in her seat earlier, as [
would have appreciated her support. I have
heen pleased to note the progress made in
the establishment of home and school pro-
jeet elubs, which are of great henefit to the
State. The teachers who have taken up
the work are deserving of the thanks of
the community. There are boys in the South-
West who, because of what they have learnt
in those ¢lubs, are capable of judging poul-
fry, eatfle and pigs. I hope the clubs will
continute because the interest they engender
in the hoys at school means that they will
he better able lafer on fo undertake the work
cof stock farming. The clubs in existence
include poultry, pig, calf and bee clubs. To
a matier of world-wide interest I desire to
refer—the financinl  outlook.  Australia
might have done betler regarding the in-
terest on overseas loans. T say that with
a full realisation of the importanee of main-
taimng our reputation as a nation. I be-
Hove that the meuther for South Fremantle
{Hon. A. MeCallum) made some enlighten-
ing remarks on the subject last session. Tn
view of world-wide economic prohlems, in-
eluding the low price of produce now as
eompared with the price when the loans werse
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raised, there should be a reconsideration of
the interest rate, But there is another
aspeet, namely, the great difficulty Australia
has to maintain her financial equilibrium
under existing conditions, Many months
have passed sinee Australia decided, by vari-
ous financial emergency measures, to reduce
ihe interest rate paid in Awustralia. What
it did, it did well. Overseas interest charges,
however, vemain the same. The Motherland
comprises a gerierous people, a people fair
in business and honourable. T am of opinion
that it required only that they should be
asked in order for approval to he given. If
that had been done, conversion at reason-
able rates would at once have followed.

Tlon. J. C. Willeock: Were they not
asked ?

Mr. SAMPSON: I do not think they
were.

Hon. J. €. Willeeek: Mr. Scullin asked

“them?

Hon. P, Collier: Do vou think there is
any sentiment in such business?

Mr. SAMPSOXN: I am sorry I camnot de-
bate that question at this stage, I think
there is more than sentiment in the proposal.
From a husiness point of view it would pay
our creditors overseas to make a vedue-
tion

Hon. P. Collier: T think so, too.

Mr. SAMPSON: And therebv encouraye
the people of Australia to make still greater
efforts to maintain the fair name and repu-
tation enjoyed so long as we have been a
nafion.

Hon. P. Ccllier: But there is no sentiment
in the business.

Mr. Marshall: Whether it is Yankee
Doodle, Jack, Jew or Gentile, it is all the
same to them.

Mr. SAMPSON: The main thing would
he to get the reduetion. Our position justi-
fies the sugrestion that theve would be ready
approval to the proposal. Sometimes by
insisting upon the whole, greater difficulties
urise.

Hon. I'. Collier: Tt has heen too long de-
Inyed.

AMr. SAMPSON: This country eannot free
iteelf under the interest rvates at present be-
ing paid. We have tremendons commit-
ments, and I am sorprised that something
has not heen done. If we are to get back
lo our former position, or anything ap-
proaching it, and if unemployment is fo be
vedueed to any extent, this fair and proper
thing must he done.  We might well ask
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whether the inereasing number of unem-
ployed are to continue in chains of destitu-
tion. That is what it means in many in-
stances, I know a little of what is happen-
ing in the wheat distriets and in the sub-
urhan areas. Many people are sufferiag
very great privation.

Hon. P. Collier: What do you suggest as
regards getting a reduetion of interest rates
overseas !

Mr. SAMPSOXN: T will make a sugges-
tion, T am positive that neither the dole.
nor sustenance, nor relief work of any de-
seription ean restore men to a state of in-
dependence.

Hen. 17, Cotlier: OFf eourse not.

Mr. SAMPSON: At best it is an allevia-
tion of a great difficulty, and a temporary
alleviation at that.

Hon. P. Collier: What is the remedy?

Mr. SAMPSON: We must get the men
back to work. It is ensy to sav that, hat
until it i= done there can he no real advance.

Hon. I’. Collier: How would vou do it?

Mr. SAMPSON: T suggest it is the duaty
of the Premiers’ Conference to take the mat-
ter up. T am optimistic enough to helieve
that a letter, aven n ecahle, would have ac-
complished what was desired.

Hon. J. . Willcock: Ask the Atitorney
(teneral, who was present at the conference,

The Attorney General: To whom would
the cable bhe sent?

Mr. Raphael: Ned Kelly.

My, SAMPSON: Tt is not for me to suyg-
wgest to a Minister the course to be pursued.
T know that sueh a request must go through
cerfain c¢hannels, but it would not he diffi-
eulf to axcertain to whom it should be sent.

The Attorney General: We cannot find
ount the names of the 3MLCOH or 3,000,000
Londholders.

Mr. SAMPSON: We did the part in
Australia quite well, and what we did met
with universal approval. The whole of the
English-speaking people, and T dare say the
whole of the civilised world, applanded Ans-
tralin for what it did. But Australia must
give consideration to the other aspect or 1
question whether we shall be able to raise
ourselves out of the tinancial norass.

Hon. P. Collier: Do vou think Australia
should not receive any consideration at all
comparable with the consideration Great
Britain has given to other countries.

Mr. SAMPSOXN: T am eonvinced that if
the proposition were suhbmitted, the whole
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country would approve, aud conversion at
mueh reduced rates would be brought about.
It is essential, if the commercial life of this
country is te be maintained, that this be
done.

Hon. 1. Collier: Did vou read this morn-
ing's paper which showed ihat our stocks
were high? That is a great relief to those
people in Australia who are starving! Of
what use js it that their stocks should be
high if they are starving?

AMe, SAMPSOXN: I understand the diffi-
enlties. Nevertheless [ am sure this must he
done.  Mr. Bruce will diseuss (his matter
in England. 1t is work that is long overdue.
amld <hould have heen done long ago.

Hon, P. Collier: We have got fo say we
will not pay, becaunse we raunot pay,

My, SAMPSON: If it is a case of ecamnot,
something will be done.  We shall never
et hark to prosperity by ehipping weeds
on the sidewalk. We have got to do some of
the things to which T have referred to-nigh*.
Some of our small produeers must reecive
the assistance thex ask for.

Hon. . Collier: T.ots of people arve starv-
ing.

Mr. SAMPSON: The people in the Home-
land know the situation, and they need but
the request to do that which they are asked
to do.

Hon. 1. C. Willcock: Ts that all you are
emne te do—ask?

Mr. SAMPSON: T am glad the Govern-
ment have advertised certain State trading
concgrns as being for sale. T hope a gzood
price will he obtained for them. The Gov-
ernment must get ont of the-¢ tradine ve-
tures, and must give the people an oppor-
tunity to earry on the work of the country.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison} 917]:
T have listened with interest to the debate.
If there has been any somersaulting in the
speeches that have heen made, it has been
on the part of the member for Swan (Mr.
Sampson).

Mr. Kenneally: That 12 usual.

Mr. MARSITALL: Tt is not unusual. At
one moment he was speaking of Government
interferenee, and in almost the next breath
was speaking of private enterprise, eulogis-
ing it as a virtwous system under whieh
people could live happy and eontented lives.
To my mind private enterprize is the rmina-
tion of civilisation. The financial eredit of
the world is eonirolled by the finaneial mag-
nates of the world, It has been controlled
and owned hy them for centuries. For 1932
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vears the world has snffered under this
domination, and to-day is suffering more
than it did 1932 years ago. I did nof speak
upon the Supply Bill, because I had de-
cided to reserve myself for this debage. T
have been zurprised at the short speeches of
members. It is vsual during the last session
of Parlisment for members to voice at length
grievances of a pareelunl charvaeter, hecause
they must face the eclectors before ancther
Parliament is ealled together. YWhen we do
re-assemble, I think there will be a great
change in the personnel of this Chamber.
Many members will have fallen by the way-
side. This is not an optimistic note to
strike, but I do fear that many members
on the Governwment side of the House will
have had their [ast opportunity, for the
rest of their existence, of speaking fo a
motion of this charaeter, The administra-
tion of the Government has, fo say the
least, been a failnre. The tactics they hava
adopted have been contrary to those which
warrant their being placed in the character
of humanitarians. Many members opposite
have elpimed they have as much of the miik
of human kindness as others. Actions speak
fouder than words and so | think T ean
level against them the accusation that they
do not possess even a semblance of what is
known as the milk of human kindness,
They do mnot possess a particle of
it. TRight through this Parliament we have
been ealled upon to pass legislation which
st all limes constituted an attack upon the
standard of living of the masses of the
people. We have passed measures which
have brought the working people helow the
level of a eoolie, in ecomparison with the re-
quirements of the sceial life and the social
necessitiezs of the two sets of people. We
have asked single men to work for 23s. 24.
a week,

Mr. Raphael: Minns deductions.

Mr. MARSITALL: Taxalion dednetions
have been imposed by the present Govern-
ment. We have asked married men to keep
a wife and a family on a maximum incoma
of £3 4 week. Compare that with the coolies
of Afrien, India or Asia, and see who fares
the hest! :

The Attorney General: Do you know any
coolies who get £3 a week!?

Mr. MARSHALL: Xo,

The Atiorney General: Or £3 a month?

Mr, MARSHALL: [ know more about
coolic lahour than does the Attorney Gen-
eral. | have had nine years’ experience of
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it, and laboured and lived in all the Asiatic
continents.

The Attorney General: Why talk that sort
of stuft?

Mr. MARSHALL: I am ecomparing tha
social standards of the different places. By
comparison our people are worse off than
the coolies.

My, Parker: You have shifted from Egypt
and have now gone on to coolies,

A, MARSHALL: If there is one mem-
her who should remain quiet on the question
of the standard of living, it is the Attorney
General. The Minister was the outstanding
figure at the Premiers’ Conference 12
months ago. He was the only individunal
there who decided to extend the operations
of the Financial Emergency Aect to private
enterprise. His own leader, by interjection,
told him it was better for lim that Lis own
mess should be cleaned np, and that private
enterprise should he left to clean up its own.
He meant by that that private enterprise
should go to the court ereated by Parliament
for the adjnstment of wages aud eonditions,
The Attorney General was not satistied with
the departmental expenditure, or with what
the other Premiers had decided, bad as i:
was. They were going to give the lead by
reducing salaries in their own serviees, but
the Attorney General went one beiter. In
defiance of the remicrs’ Plan he embodied
in the Act a seetion giving private enter-
prise the right to pay 20 per cent. below the
hasic wage of the State.

The Attorney General:
wrong.

Mpr, MARSHALL: I know I am right.

The Attorney General: You are entirely,
wrog, as you usually ave. I suggest you
are spoiling your own case by overstating if.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Attorney General
was the only one at the conference to advo-
cate an interfercnce with wages and condi-
tions as they appertain in private enter-
prise,

The Attorney
wrong.

Mr. Kenneally: The documents ean prove
it

Mr. MARSHALL: I have read his state-
ments, and the Premier’s adviee to him, to
leave the matter alone. In suhstance, I ae-
cuse the Attorney General of being the only
individual at the conference to advocate tha
taking of authority over the standard of
living as it applied to private industry.

You are quite

Genernl: You are quite
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When he came back to this State he had his
way in Cabinet, and hrought down a mea-
sure containing a special elause, which ulti-
mately hecame law. There has been a great
deal of contreversy and difference of opinion
as to the legal position created hy this sec-
tion of the Aect, for which the Attorney
General denies responsibility. Only recently
the President of the State Arbitration Court
spoke in hitter terms concerning the inter-
ference with the jurisdiction of that eours.
Mr. Justice Dhwyer did not complain onlv
about the TFull Cowrt’s interference with the
adjustment of wages and conditions. Ha
made a statement which I should like to
appear in “Hansard.”

The Attorney General: [t is already i
“Hansard.” .

Mr. MARSHALL: It cannot appear too
often, for its exposes the Attorngy General
and the Government. When giving the de-
cision of the Court upon an application hy
the Bakers’ Union for the cancellation ov
variation of an order, Mr. President Dwyer
made strong reference to the recent de-
cision of the State Full Court concerning
the jurisdiction of the State Arhitration
Court, and to the refusal of the Government
to permit of an appeal to the High Court.

The Attorney General: You are wrong
again.

Mr. MARSIALL: I am only reading the
report of Mr. Justice Dwyer's statements.

Mr. Parker: You mean Mr, President
Dwyer’s statements?

My, MARSHALL: He is a Justice, and
has the powers of a Justice. He is per-
manently appointed as President of the Ar-
bitration Court. But he attacks the Gov-
ernment for their interference jn the matter
of the appeal. President Dwyer helieves
that if the matter harl gone to the Federal
High Court—

The Attorney General:
Couneil.

Mr. MARSHALL: The point still holds
good, that if the matter had gone on, the
decision of the Full Court of this State
wounld have been upset. Imagine the case
over which all the trouble occurred. The
sawmilling industry applied for variation of
an award under the Financial Emergency
Act. The employers wanted a reduetion in
the wages of mill hands.

The Attorney General: That is not what
the President of the Arbitration Court was
tatking ahont.

Or the Privy
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Mr. MARSHALIL: That is the origin of
the trouble.

The Attorney General: It has nothing to
do with the trouble.

Mr. MARSHALL: That statement of the
president has nothing whatever to do with
timber mills,

Miss Holman: The application by Millars
Company included two bakers employed by
them.

Mr. MARSHALL: If the Atftorney Gen-
eral knew a little more about industrial
matters, he would not argue as he does. The
sawmillers applied for o variation. Two
bakers employed on the sawmills were mem-
bers of the unjon, That is how the trouble
arose.

The Attorney General: Go on.

Mr. MARSHALL: That was the origin
of the trouble.

The Attorney General: That has nothing
to do with the complaint of the president.

Mr. MARSHALL: But that was what
caused the trouble to hegin. Because those
two hakers belonged to the Timber Workers'
Union, and bhecause the sawmilling em-
plovers got a reduction in the wages of their
sawmill hands, including a couple of hakers,
the reduction applied to the whole of the
baking industry. Then the matter went to
the Full Court.

The Attorney General: No.

Hon. A. Me¢Callum: Certainly. The Fall
Court decided that that variation was to he
a common rule,

The Attorney General: That is not what
the question of the appeal was ahout.

Mr. MARSHALL: I have the full repout
of the matter here, and can read it all. The
variation applying to sawmill employees
applies aleo to the baking industry in the
metropolitan arca. Plainly, the Government
are opposed fo an appeal to a higher court
because they are afraid that on appeal the
union’s contention would be upheld. The
Attorney General himself will admit that he
had not intended the Financial Emergeney
Act to apply in that manner,

The Attorney General: "1 am afraid I
rather led vou away by an interjection.

Mr. MARSHALL: No, T have heen here
longer than the hon. gentleman. By the
time he is capable of drawing me off the
track. he will do hetter in the legal profes-
sion. The member for Beverler (Mr. J. 1.
Mann} said that we had lived extravagantly.
T attempted to draw from him what rection
of the community had lived extravagantlr.
therehy cansing this finaneial tronble. How-
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ever, I could get no reply from the hon.
member. 1 then asked bhim whether the
farmers had lived extravagantly. Possibly
they have done so, but that is not my pex-
sonal view. There may have been rash ex-
penditure on the part of individual farmers,
but farmers as a hody have not been extra-
vagant; nor have the woolgrowers, snhject
{¢. individual exceptions. When other in-
dustries are examined, we can produce proof
that no extravagance has taken place. The
great mass of people who live on wages can-
net possibly be extravagant, sinee all their
wages and econdibions ave assessed to them
by a lezally constituted tribunal. The basie
wage was laid down by the Arbitration
Conrt: and the areaf majority of emplovees,
even in days of prosperity, were obliged to
live on that plane. So they conld not live
extravagantly. The items on which the basin
wage = caleulated number only from 14 to
16. They are the index figures which gov-
cern the adjustment of the hasic wage. The
most imporfant necessavies of life are men-
tioned, hut ineidental expenditure is not eon-
sidered at all. T.iving on the basie wage, the
greaf majority of our peaple necessarily live
on the meanest possible amount, with mar-
ginal allowances for skill and so forth.
Therefore T would like the member for Bev-
erley to state who it was lived extrava-
gantly. T ean tell him, if he wishes to know,
who throve and who lived extravagantly. 1
have here figures to couvinee the hon. mem-
her that that applies to a section that has
never yet been touched. Tf there was a
period in the history of Western Australia
wlien profits shonld have heen checked, it
was the war period. At that time patriotism
wis onl everyone's lips. We were then sup-
posed fo make heavy sacrifices, as we ave
doing to-day.  But “we” meant only one
seciion, the section least able to bear sacri-
fices, That was ever so, and perhaps ever
will be so, Here are some figures for the
member for Beverley to digest. In 1914
the Associnted Banks of the Commonwealth
had a surplus of roughly £3,000,000 of assets
over labilities. Tn 1917, after three vears
of war, that surplus had inereased to
£26,000,000—inereased about five times. Be-
tween 1917 and 1930 it increased to over
£76,000,000. That profiteering went on
while the manhood of this country was spil-
ling its hlood on foreign soil to defend the
hononr, we were told, of Belzian and French
women—or for some other paltry exeuse ad-
vanced to justify the shedding “of human
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blood. The increase did not stop there, Had
it done so, there would have heen less cause
tor eriticism. But no doubt in the eyes of
the bankers it would have been criminal to
stop. Between 1914 and 1918, the four years
of war, the accumulated reserves of the
bhanks had risen from £13,000,000 to
£33,000,000.  An additional £20,000,000 had
heen piled up during the progress of the
struggle, This is private enterprise. Where
is the member for Swan (Mr. Sampson)?
He wants to know what can be done for
the farmers of Western Australia. Here iz
something le can do. He ean atinck the
financial system of thiz country. If he wants
to know where money can be found to alle-
viate distress in some degree, let him
examine these fgures taken from the banks’
own records. In order to hide from the
puble the amount of profiteering that
was practised, the bankers indulged in 2a
further poliexy of trickery. Dnring that
period their share eapital rose from £23,000,
000 to £49,000,000, in romnd fignres. This
was done by taking some of the moneyv
which would otherwise have been put into
roserve, and using it to issue bonus shares.
IFor the purpose of hiding from the publiz
the enormous reserves that were being huilt
up, the hunkers no doubt went into eon-
ference and said, “This 1s too glaring alty-
gether. We shall spend so many thonsand
pounds in bhuying shares with our war-tim«
profits”  TUpon those honus shares the
people of this country, like the people of
every ofher country, have to find dividends.
The policy used in Australia for financing
the war was also used in the Old Worid.
Upon the deelaration of war, on the 4th
Augus=t, 1914, practically every bank in the
United Kingdom closed its doors. Natur-
ally, it was impossible for the hanks to con-
tinue operations nupon a gold basiz. 8o they
closed their doors and held a conference.
The Government: of the [nited Kingdom
and  the allied countries «deeided upon =
Treasury note iszue, so as to give the peopld
notes without the banking of szold. What the
Governments did to save the banks from dis-
aster during the war period, should have
heen done to finance the countries; bat of
course the hankers would not tolerate that.
Tt would not have suited them. There wounld
have been no profits, Thus the legal tender
of Governments was used to stimulate in-
dustry and keep business going as usual,
used as a form of exploitation undetected
by the proplez of the vavions countries, The
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financing of the Great War is one of the
preatest of secandals.  There was trickery
and profiteering; in Australia there was
deliberate robbing of the people while they
gave the pick of their manhood. Buch a
systemm should not have been permitted to
continue for a day. THHad the l'remier of
this State, when at conferences in Melbourne
or Canberra, initiated a discussion regarding
what might he done fo secure a reduction of
our liahilities overseas, instead of merely
attacking working class standards, we might
to-day [ind ourselves in a much improve.l
position. No less than £35,000,000 has to
be found by the taxpavers of the Common-
wealth annually to pay interest on overseas
loans, the bulk of which were raised during
the war period. Had the Premier deeided
that some consideration should he ziven to
that enormous interest obligation that we
have to face every vear, we might be in a
much happier position to-day, and we would
not he draining the Treasurv to find the
necessary funds to meet our commitments to
overseas bondholders. Thz only man who
took any aetion along the lines T suggest,
was ab that time attacked by the alleged
statesmen of the Commonwenlth and by the
Press. He was classed as a repudiationist.
He was the former Premier of New South
Wales, Mr. Tang. Immediately he sug-
gested we should attack the interest hill due
to overseas hondholders, he waz eondemned

on all sides. He wnas vregarded as the
sconndrel  of  the  conference. T have

come to the conclusion that it is not exactly
what a man does that counts, but who the
man is who does it. What Mr. Tang advo-
eated two yeurs agoe when he snguested a
reduction in our overseas interest liabilities,
Mr. Bruce is delezated to do to-day., He is
to negoliate for a reduction. Mr, Lang was
a repudiationist when he suggested it; M.
Bruce is a statesman because he is doing it
twa vears later. If I bad my way, not one
shilling would he paid in interest in respect
of any meney horvowed for the purpose of
prosecuting the Great War. No individual
bas a right lo awass wealth at the expense
of the sacrifice of human flezh. TF it is right
that a nation should demand my hedy, it
shoulid also demand the enuniry’s wealth.
If 1 must give my child to make cannon-
fodder, you, Sir, must give vour monev. The
trickery  and  eorruption ihat character-
ised  the financing of the war led t»
the heaping up of obligations that con-

stitute the greatest pari of our indebted-
ness to-day. 1 do mnot regard any man
as u repudiationist who would ask that
the position be reviewed having regard to
the altered circumstances. Had the Pre-
mier given some heed to Mr. Lang’s sugges-
tions, we might now be enjoying better
conditions. The trouble was that the wrong
man suggested it, and at that time whatever
Mr. Lang suggested, whether right or wrong,
had to be wrong. The Premier has had 12
months’ experience of the Plan he helped to
draw up, and all the resnlt that has been
apparent so Far is that the State is in a
worse finaneial mire than ever before. The
living standards of our people have been re-
dneed to what is  a  disgrace to  soviety.
If this is the result of the system under
whiell we have lived for 1,932 years, then
the hest thing we can do is to hand the jand
hack to the savages and apologise to them
for the position to which civilisation has
reduced it. The present cenditions would
nat do justice to the aborigines. Iere we
have women and children walking the sireets,
hungry, ill-elothed and ill-fed. Yei we are
told that it is all right. We are told to
abide yet another 12 months and that some
day, somehow, something will come cur way.
We hear members of this Chamber claiming
to be humanitarian in their outlonk and to
have a keen regard for the wellare of their
follow human beings. At the same time, our
people are required to find annually
€55,000,000 in order to make payments to
people in respect of money that never really
helonged to them. Originally it was the
people’s wmoney that was lent to them and
then borrowed hack. We have to pay in-
terest on that money and considec it honour-
able to do so. I would consider it dizhon-
ourable to aecept that money, in the cir-
cumstances. My, Lang was a rvepudiarionist
hecause he advocated the suspension of in-
terest pavment overseas. Then those whe
opposed him and aceused him of being a
repudiationist, came back to Western Aus-
tralia and introduced a measure providing
for the reduction of interest on all loans
raised from loeal bondholders. They called
Mr. Lang a repudiationist beeause he advo-
coted suspension of payment of interest
overseas until the country was again pros-
perous and able to pay in full. Ministers
in the present Government provided legis-
lation to reduee interest ratez on all internal
loans, and smashed every contract they had
with bondholders within the Commonwealth.
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That action was regarded as statesmanlike,
but Mr. Lang was a repudiationist althuugh
he did not go anything like so far. He
desired to feed his people before paying
overseas hondholders. That was true human-
itarianiam. On the other hand, the Govern-
ment prefer to starve the people 5o that
averseas commitments may be met and that
the State way he honoured with the bless-
ings of foreign Shylocks in consequence of
our payments. The only difference between
the Premier and Mr. Lang is that Mr. Lang
said, “[f I cannot pay, I won’t” The Pre-
mier (Sir James Mitehell) says, “T will pay.
bhut T cannot.”” Right thronghont the confer-
ences that have heen held, every Premier
has been carveful to imply that the intercst
on our loans has been responsible for erush-
ing vz to our present condition. Neverthe-
less, the Premier relurned to Perth a liftle
while ago, and was nquite pleased with his
work because he had heen able to place a
large number of men in employment. He
was suceessTnl in providing part-time om-
plovment at a little above sustenance rates,
and that seemed to bhe satisfactory for the
time being, VWhile it is admitted that the
earlier poliev of borrowing money and
spending it has been the cause of the Stafe
having to make such sacrifices to-day, the
anly remedy the Premter has of getting out
of present-day difficulties is the borrowing
of more money and again spending it.
There has been no effort on the part of the
Premier to seewre a reduction of interest
charges. As a matter of fact, the Attorney
General szaild that a reduction of overseas
inlerest was mooted at a Premiers’ Confer-
ence, It was nof merely a guestion of “moot-
ing” when it came fo a reduction in the
standard of living. That was accomplished
in confoundedly quick time. When it came
to a question of attacking the interests of
investors overseas, they immediately tight-
ened up and simply “mooted” action, Every
time a public man has the courage to attack
money power, he is immediaetly attacked in
turn hy the Press, which 15 its mouthpiece.

Money power owns and controls the
Pre~ss, a3 it does hanks and in-
surance  companies. A few groups
own the lot. Should a man take
any  sueh  action as 1 have indiented,
li¢ is politically downed by the Press. Tha

Premier of this State, practically by com-
pulsion, had to hand over the State Savings
Bank to the Federal Government. At that
time everyone was fully sympathetic and ex-
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pressed regret at the Premier having to pars
with an institution that was a great public
utility, condueted on a  profitable basis.
Another bhank in this State erashed—tha
Primary Producers’ Bank. Some peopic
lost practieally all their savings in conse-
quence,  The hank was controlled by pri-
vate enterprise, yet when the erash came
everyone wns sympathetic. It was con-
trolled by an eflicient hoard of management,
and was efliciently managed. T do not know
that  the depositors have reccived thewr
money back in full, vor do L think it likely
that they will veceive it all. Evervone was sym-
pathetic vegarding the fate of the two banks.
On the other hand, heeanse ¥Mr. Lang had to
close the State Savings Bank of New South
Wales owing to pressure hrought Lo hear by
the lederal CGovernment, he was regavded
as a damned scoundrel.  There is the dif-
ferenee, ngain. Tt is not a question of whet
is done, but who it 1z that does it. Any-
thing ean he saerificed in the name of the
National Party, but should sueh aation have
to be taken Iater on by the present Leader
of the Opposition, how he will be attacked!
We know what sympathy will be extonded
to him. Lately there has been introduced
by the Minister for Works 2 new policy re-
garding private enterprise, 1 do not desira
to he offensive, and if I say there is a sub-
stantinl, well-organised move throughout the
Commonwealth to reduce the standard of
living of the wasses, T hope the Government
will not regavd it as offensive. I ean prac-
tically prove what I say to bhe right.  In-
variahly when trouble arises in fwo States
at one time, we find co-ordinafion in regard
to administration that is remarkable. 1 in-
tead to refer to a clause that the Minister
for Works has inclnded in all tenders for
Government work. Private enterprise to-
day is heing asked to tender for Govern-
ment work. and if a private person secures
u tender, he has to employ men on susten-
ance at Government rates and under Gov-
ernment conditions.

The Minister forr Works: JIs that the
clause?
Mr., MARSHALL: No, but that is the

policy of the Goverument, I propose to
give an illustralion of kecn ¢o-operation be-
tween the States iu keeping the rate of wage
down to sustenance Jevel. What T want to
show is, first of all, that the Minister for
Works was wrong when he quoted New
South Wales as heing a State wherein the
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sustenanee standard was lower than in this
State. The sustenance standard in New
South Wales is higher than is ours. Only
recently have we bad trouble with the men
on the Frankland River., I did not kuow it
was going fo come to a crisis, but long be-
fore the trouhle arose I received a letter
from a gentleman working there, and 1 go*
another letter on the day the trouble came
fo a head.

The Minister for Lands:
letter?

Mr. MARSHALL: The Minister must give
notice of that question. Strange to say,
they had trouble over in New South Wales,
and I have here the poliey set out by M.
Dunningham, the Minister for Works in
that State. This is what Mr. Dunningham
does for the unemployed relief workers in
New South Wales. He also specifies the
amount they earn, to justify him in foreine
them hack to work This is the way it is
reported in the newspaper—

Ts that Smith’s

The Minister for Labonr and Industry (Mr.
J. M. Dunningham) was advised to-day that
after eommencing work, 40 of the 50 men em-
ployed on relief work at the Randwick scction
of the water and sewerage scheme, stopped
work and informed the ganger that they would
not resume werk until they were paid award
wages. The remaining men eontinued to work,
but 18 of those in the adjoining scetion touvk
gsimilar action when apprised of the aetion
taken Ly the 40 men.

On these facts being ecommunicated from
the board, Mr. Dunninglam directed fthat the
men be informed that their places would be
filled by other workers through the State lab-
our exchanges, and that those refusing employ-
ment would not be given food relief,

The same statement was made by the
Minister in this State to those in trouble
a few days ago.

The Minister for Lands: Well, it is quite
right.

Mr. MARSHALL: I am not saying any-
thing about that, but T point out that if
shows collusion and understanding. The
report continues-—

Later in the moruning, My, Duneingham was
advised by the officer-in-charge of the work
that the men had decided, to resume work.
The Minister 'stated that in selecting men
for this work, preferenee was given to those
with six children or more, and for their em-
ployment they would be paid £3 13s. per week
of 40 hours. Besides the payment of these
wages, all fares incurred by workers to and
from their places of employment in excess of
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G6d. per dax or 2s, 6d. per weck, were te be
paid Ly the employver. For skilled workers an
additional snm of 10s. per week was provided.

Then we have Mr. Duningham’s published
policy as follows—

While men with seven children were in em-
ployment they received in wages not less than
£3 13s. per week. With the payment of family
endowment of 305 per week in such eases, they
would thus Ye in rveceipt of £5 3s. por week.

That is vather hetter thaw the €3 of the
Minister here, I feel very keenly for those
Frankland River men who have been forced
into netion as a protest. The Minister, or
the Government, has been most unjust to
them. Tho<e men are not all qualified to
clear land. This point has been stressed
by other speakers, and T do not propose to
delay the Chamber in going over it again,
But I propose to read some information
given to me: if it is onlv 30 per cent.
true, the position at the Frankland River
is a criminal one, The shifting of those
men was altogether unfair. They were told
that when they reached the Frankland they
would fird everyvthing veady for them,
camping utensils and evervthing else. Yet
some of them had to sleep on two bags,
and under two bags, for which they were
charged 2s.  And after walking to the
stores they found that the trueck had heen
bogzed and would not be there wuntil the
following day. So they had o wallk back
six miles, and with nothing to eat. Here
are the speeifications for the clearing of
ong acre of maiden bush, the prices vary-
ing from £2 to £4 per acre—

All trees up to 12in. in diameter axe-handle
height from ground (o be removed Gin, helow
the ground level. From 12in, up to 20in, to
be chopped down, sap wrung at the base, and
dirt removed from ground level to a depth of
%in. All other trees te be sap wrung, except
frec-splitting timber, which must be left. All
woody-reoted serub: to e well grubhed. IPalms
to be speared, spears left in, spears to be 24in.
leng. Al old stumps to be cleaned around to

a depth of 9in, and packed. All timber to be
cut up and stacked ready for a burn.

Those ave the specifications for bush on
the Frankland River.

The Minister for Lands: To which part
of the Frankland River distriet are you
referring?

Mr. MARSHALL:
Barker.

To that near Mt.
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The Minister for Lands: You have never
seen it. 1t is very different country from
the lower part.

Mr. MARSHALL: T have heen to most
parts of the distriet. So it will be seen
it is not only impossible, but the prices
are ridiculous, An experimental plot,
rot eleared nearly =0 well as those
specifications stipulate, cost in the vieinity
of £22 per acre. On that job experi-
enced men were employed. For the
Frankland River work, no such condition
prevailed. Men were picked up haphazardly.
Carpenters, engine-drivers, and men follow-
ing all sorts of callings were put on as axe-
men when axemen were on sustenanee and
still idling about the town. There seems to
be no organisation at all. I do not wish to
be too severe on the officials, but we know
that unemployment will not vanish to-mor-
row. Tt will be with us 12 months hence and
20 years hence. There is not the slightest
doubt about that.

The Minister for Works: It was always
with us.

Mr. MARSHALL: And will he. ‘The
longer we go, the greater will be the number
of nnemployed. e have either to accept the
scientifie inventions as a blessing or regard
them as a curse and go back to primitive
conditions, If the application of seientific
methods is to be of no avail, we had hetter
revert to the standard of the Chinese and to
the standard the member for Swan eunlogised
this evening.

Mr. Sampson: Yon would be more at
home with the Kanakas.

Mr, MARSHALL: T know those people
and T consider myself in worse company
with the hon. member.

Mr. Sampsen: T am prepared to part
with you.

Mr. MARSHALL: I understand that a
financial emergency measure will be placed
before us in a few weeks. We were told
12 months ago that if we gave it a trial,
all would now he well and that prosperity
would return.

The Minister for Lands: No one in this
House told you that.

The Minister for Works:
imagination,

Me. MARSHALL: The financial emer-
geney measure was to rehabilitate the finan-
cial position of the Commonwealth. Yet
the State’s deficit is higher than it was 12
months ago. Tt is the highest defieit the
State has experienced. It is not possible for

That is his
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Government employees to give results on the
rates of pay and the conditions under which
they ure asked to work. The pay is insuffi-
cient to keep men fit to do a day’s work.
Moreover, it is demoralising. Men realise
that they are getting only 23s. 2d. a week
and they earn that much and that much only,
As a matter of fact, they probably earn
less, and we eannot argue that they are not
justified in adopting that attitude. There
is nothing so demoralising to the people as
the insecurity of income. Yat the Govern-
went ave continually attempting to reduce
rates and to persecute the people suffering
under those reduced rates. Surely the men
at Frankland River were worthy of some
consideration instead of the mere retort,
made whenever any industrial trouble occurs,
that it was caused by communist influence,

The Minister for Lands: Wil you say
there is not any?

Mr. MARSHALL: I will not say there is
not any, but 1 will not say it is the eause of
every industrial dispute. If communism is
getting a hold in the eountry, is it not sig-
nificant that seme change is mnecessary?
What does a hungry and homeless person
cave what policy is adopted so long as it
offers him something?

The AMinister for Lands: The eommunists
were here long before this trouble.

Mr. MARSHALL: There is nothing like
an empty stomach to cause a man to make
i@ movae.

The Minister for Lands: Those commun-
ists do not work; they are well paid for
what thev do.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Minister seems
well versed in the matter.

The Minister for Lands: You seem to be
lacking in eduealion in one respect.

The Minister for Works: You are putting
up a good case for the eommunists.

Mr. MARSHATLL: If the Parliaments
eannot handle the situation, it is onlr natural
that hungry men will look for something
that will give them relief. All history shows
that whenever reform has been advoeated,
objection was raised either through mouth-
picees in Parliament or throngh the Press,
but justice was done. even though heads
were lost in the process. History will re-
peat itself. People will not stand idly by
and see their children hungry. No man will
long tolerate secing his wife and children
hungrv, homeless and without elothes. That
sort of thing will breed communism or anv
ather “ism” that offers relief.
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The DMinister tor Lands: You know thatl
the unemployed here are treated better than
anywhere clse.

Mr. MARSHALL:
that.

The Minister for Londs: You know that
we are feeding single men, whereas they were
not ted awhile avo.

My, MARSHALL: My Cod, is that the
only hope we have?

The Minister for Lands:
your voice calling then,

Mr. MARSHALL: The Minister hears it
calling now,

The Minister for Lands:
bit lute.

AMr. MARSHALL: Is that the only out-
look the Government have? They can do
no more than fred the unemploved, notwith-
standing a record deficit.

The inister for Tands:
can get money.

Mr. MARSHALL: Another Premiers’
Conference is necessary to deul with one
subject only, namely, our financial position
abroad. Tf the people there will net listen
to reason, they will have to he forced to.

The Minister for Lands: Have not von
heen told rvepentedly that that has been
done?

Mr. MARSHALL: This morning I reai
that there is to be another conference to deal
with the matter.

The Minister for Lands: Vonr know wny
Mr. Bruce went abroad.

Mr, MIARSHALL: T know what he did
on several occasions. I know JMr. Bruee.

Tlon. A. MeCallum: 1 have not seen that
authentically stated.

Mr. MARSHALL: In this morning's
paper it was stated that there is to be a fur-
ther conference, the idea beinwe the fixation
of price values to raise the standard of
living, That is ns far as it has gone. People
bave helieved in the Premiers’ Plan for 12
months, and now we have to admit that we
as Parliamentarians bave failed, that we are
really controlled by the moneyv power and
that no one is game to attack that power.
The goldmining indusiry is not suffering
from the financial depression so much as
ave other industries. It is sahisfactory to
the State as well as the Commonwealth that
this should be so. I am therefore surprised
that the Minister for Mines should take the
opportunity, while things are prosperous, to
cut down the concessions and benefits which

I do not eare aboui

I did not hear

But vou are a

Tell us how we
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for so many years have been extended to
prospectors. I know the Government are
lressed for finance, but this is the wrong
time in which to euf away the assistance that
has been rendered to prospectors, wpon
whom the State must depend for the future
development of the industry. The time is
coming when many of the old mines will
be worked out, and new ones will be sought
to take their place. If the Government
were easting an obligation upon those mines
and individuals who were producing gold
at a profit, their action would not he so bad.
It is, however, wrong to whiltle away the
eoncessions, such as free erushings at State
batteries from new fields, the rebate on low.
erade orve, the ecarting snbsidies, and the
treatment of the failings. This is not fair
to that section of prospectors who are not
producing gold at a profit. A party or an
individual may have a erushing which has
vielded 3 or 4 ozs. of gold to the ton. No
one knows what it has cost to produce that
ore or how long it has tzken to get it. The
richer the ore, the less profit there may be
in it. A very rich crushing is perhaps not
as valuable to the prospector as a low-grade
crushing. On the JMurchison, men may
hreak 150 tous of 10-dwt. ove in the course
of a week, and make so much profit or it.
Another person may bring in three tons
of ore going 25 ozs. to the ton, buf may have
had to eart it 100 miles and may have taken
18 months to get it. Another unfair thing
is noticeable in the attitude of the Grovern-
ment in confiscating repayments made by
goldinining companies. I refer o moneyv
which has been loancd to such a company
as the Sons of Gwalin. That mine has
paid back quite a lot of the money hor-
rowed, but instead of the money going
to the 3lines Department to assist in
further. prospecting, it is being utilised
by the Treasury for ordinary departmental
expenditure. That is most unfair. Some of
the finest characters in the State are men
who have been prospecting all their lives.
Xow is the time to encourage the production
of wold. It is the only connodity we ean sell.
We advoeate a bonus on wheat, on the ex-
port of wine, on sugar and almost every-
thing else for which we eannot find a mar-
ket. MMinisters are looking all over the place
for markets in which to sell our produce
Now we have a commedity for which we arc
getting an enhanced price, and the Govern-
ment are contemptible enough to interfere
with the pioneers of the industry. I also
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object to the confinnal granting of exemp-
tion to ecertain individuals who hold many
leases, There iz what is known as the Big
Bell, a low-grade show. For two years or
more nothing has been done with the Big Bell
leases. The lessee has been in BEngland praec-
lically all that time seeking to raise money
with which to work the property. Exemp-
tion after exemption has heen granted.
When a lessee is able to live in England for
two years and is unable, with gold at its
present price, to raise the negessary money,
the Government are fully justified in with-
holding any further exemption. OQily-
tongued individvals, who, 99 times out of a
hundred, baulk the sale of a property by
loading it heavily, are too often considered.
Leases have been held for 15 years merely
becanse the lessee wanted so much more
than the purehase price for them that no
investors would look at them., Kxemptions
ghould go by the board unless there is real
justifieation for them.

Mr. Patrick: The Big Bell is still held
up?

Mr, MARSHAEL: Yes, and the lessee is
still in possession of it. I have no objection
to giving a man a reasonable time in which
to raise money, but if he eannot get it in
that time with gold at its present price, he
ghould receive no further consideration.
The Manganese Co. pui down a line from
Meekatharra to their big deposit at Florse-
thoe, near Peak Hill. I am sorry to learn
that the Government intend to pull up the
Iine. I know they provided rails and sleepers
to assist the enterprise. The railway could
be put into a state of repair without much
expenditure, and would constitute a great
asset to the country. Meekatharra is tha
railhead for the transport of stock for the
Kimberleys, Pilbara, Roebourne, and part
of the Gaseoyne district. 1 am sure the
line would be pretty well patronised. It
would also assist in the prospecting for gold.
Having regard for world affairs, no one can
say when & war may break out. If one de-
veloped in China, Russia or in Germany to-
morrow, the manganese deposits could he
successfully developed. The price of the
ore would go up, and the line wounld be util-
ised to full advantage. The (overnment

would be very unwise to interfere with it, .

Tt would be much better to put it in order
and run a serviee,

Mr. Coverley: How long is that line?
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Mr. MARSHALL: It erosses 83 miles of
the worst country between the Kimberleys
and Meekatharra, From the north of the
Kimberleys stock are on the road oecasionally
Tor from six to nine months. They are eom-
pelled to do the last 83 miles of their long
Journey over auriferous country, which does
more injury to them, and takes more off
their market value, than all the other part
of the way. Tt would be unfair to the people
of the North-West not to put that railway
into a condition of repair, and thus give
their indusiries a chance to make good. Tt
would be different if the railway had to bhe
built; but the line is there, and merely re- -
guires a little doing up. Within the next
fow weeks, even, it may prove an acquisition
to the Manganese Company for the purpose
of developing their deposits. Having vegard
to the condition of the international mind,
it seems to me that the so-called war to end
war has heen o war to end peace. Ever
sinee 1914 the nations have been, and are
to-day, angry and on the verge of war.
War, in my opinion, must be the outeome.
Once war has been declared, there will be no
unemployed, and no shortage of money.
Money will he found to protect vested in-
terests. But no money can be found for
the amelioration of the conditions of the
people. Tt is up to the institutions of this
country to give a lead. Let them attack the
problem straightaway. Then this Party
would not mind advising the workers of
Western Australia to hang on. But our in-
action and our silence on the question that
counts, and our apathy towards the welfare
of the people, are eriminal, to say the least
of it.

On motion by Mr. Angelo, dehate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 10.33 p.m.



